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There are two vessels in the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash that have a requirement of tamid -

always, the Shulchan (Table) and the Menora. Concerning the Shulchan the Torah says, “And

you shall place the Lechem HaPanim (Showbread) on the Shulchan before Me, tamid” (25:30).

With regard to the Menora it says, “[They should take oil] to kindle a light tamid” (27:20). Rashi

(Chagiga 26b, Shmos 27:20) explains that although the word tamid is used in both contexts, it

has two distinct meanings: constant and consistent. The mitzva of the Shulchan was to

constantly hold the Lechem HaPanim while the Menora did not need to be continuously alight.

Its mitzva was to be kindled every evening - consistently. Similarly, the Korban Tamid - daily

burnt sacrifice, was offered twice daily, not every moment.

With this, Rashi resolves a difficulty with a Gemara in Chagiga. During the Yamim Tovim, there

were many visitors to the Beis HaMikdash. Some of them were unlearned and not familiar with

the laws of purity. There was a concern that one of these people might touch one of the vessels

in the Beis HaMikdash, rendering it tamai - ritually impure. The last Mishna in Chagiga says that

a warning was issued: “Be careful to avoid touching the Shulchan.” Unlike all other vessels, the

Shulchan could not be removed from the Beis HaMikdash and immersed should it become

tamai, as that would disrupt its continuity. Consequently, it warranted extra concern.

The Gemara (26b) explains that the Mishna did not mention a warning for the Menora because it

does not say tamid by the Menora and there would be no issue with removing it temporarily.

The obvious difficulty with this is that the Torah clearly does say tamid with regards to the

Menora! Shouldn’t the Mishna be concerned for the Menora too? In light of the above, Rashi

explains that although the Torah does say tamid by the Menora just as by the Shulchan, it

connotes a different kind of “always.” The Menora could be removed and immersed without

disrupting its consistency, as long as it would be returned for the evening lighting.

The Gemara in Bava Basra (25b) says, “One who wants to become wise should face southward

[when davening] and one who wants to become wealthy should face northward.” The Gemara

adds a mnemonic: “The Shulchan is in the north and the Menora in the south.” This refers to the

placement of these vessels in the inner chamber of the Beis HaMikdash. (See Mishna Berura

94:12 that one’s body should be turned in the same direction as the congregation and just his

face turned in the desired direction.) This idea demonstrates that the Shulchan represents

parnasa and wealth, while the Menora symbolizes Torah and wisdom. Perhaps with this

symbolism we can gain a deeper understanding for the variance in the mitzvos of these two

vessels.

The necessity of parnasa is ubiquitous - ever-present and unchanging, and not specific to any

day. There is no daily mitzva to exert effort toward parnasa. It is a result-oriented endeavor;

nothing matters other than having bread on the table. Accordingly, the mitzva of the Lechem

HaPanim was a constant mitzva, to be placed on the Shulchan and left there perpetually. (Every

week they would be exchanged for a fresh set of Lechem HaPanim.)

With Torah, in contrast, the obligation is delineated by days. Chazal say, “Each day the Torah

should be like new in your eyes, as if it was given to you today from Sinai” (Rashi Devorim 26:16

and Tanchuma Ki Savo 1). Each day requires one to engage in Torah and spirituality and each

day demands its own unique spiritual growth. Each day we kindle the light of Torah with new

gusto, reaching for new spiritual heights. On some days it may go more easily and on some a

little less, but the effort invested each day is important even if it yields minimal returns. Small

accomplishments build on each other with every successive day.

This Shabbos is Parshas Zachor, when we recount and remind ourselves of our historic

altercation with the nation of Amalek. We remember not just the battle but also the

circumstances that led to the attack. “Amalek came and waged war with the Jewish nation at

Rephidim” (Shmos 17:8). Chazal explain that the name Rephidim is a contraction of “Rafu

yedeihem min hatorah,” they relaxed their efforts in Torah (Bechoros 5b, Sanhedrin 106a). They

may have still been engaged in Torah but in a weaker and less energetic fashion. Such an

attitude makes one susceptible to an attack from Amalek.

Let us learn from this to constantly keep our spiritual engines on full throttle, consistently

growing with each new day.

The time-honored custom in Klal Yisrael is to remain awake the entire night of Shavuos,
immersed in Torah study. Many reasons are given as the reason for this custom, but the most
well-known one is the idea that the night before Kabbalas Hatorah, the Jewish people went
to sleep. The next morning, Hashem, as it were, had to “wake them up” to attend Kabbalas
Hatorah. This is perceived as a failing on the part of the Jews; therefore, each year we stay up
the whole night as a sort of atonement for this. The Zohar teaches of the awesome level of
holiness of this night. The של"ה (Rav Yeshaya Horowitz, 1555-1630) relates an incredible
story that occurred on the night of Shavuos. He records a letter written by Rav Shlomo
Alkabetz (1500-1584), a major Kabbalist who lived in Tzfas. The letter describes the scene as
Rav Shlomo and several of his colleagues began the night of Shavuos, determined to learn in
depth without interruption. After several hours, a heavenly voice suddenly began speaking to
them: “Praiseworthy are you, that you have returned the crown to its former glory…. behold I
am the Mishnah, coming to speak with you..” With a start, they realized that the voice, was
the “Soul of the Mishna” speaking with them. The voice continued: “know that the angels in
heaven are silent, listening to your voices learning…know that if you had been ten men, you
would have risen even higher….” The voice then proceeded to teach them wonderous secrets
of the Torah. Rav Shlomo and his friends were besides themselves with joy, and the next
morning they agreed to meet again the second night of Shavuos. That night, they were a
group of ten, and they were again visited by the heavenly voice, who proceeded to teach them
even more profound secrets of the Torah. Rav Alkabetz concludes his letter with words of
inspiration to the friend he was writing to. From this mind-boggling incident, we can infer a
little bit the tremendous impact the learning of Klal Yisrael on Shavous night has on the
Heavenly spheres. 

(ראה כל המכתב בספר של"ה מסכת שבועות פרק תורה אור אות ו-יג)
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Hagaon Rav Nachum Partovitz,
entered the Mirrer Beis Hamedrash.
As he made his way to his seat, he was
spied by two bochurim, who, instead
of learning, were engaged in a shmooz.
Not wanting to disappoint their
beloved Rosh Yeshivah, as Rav
Nachum approached, one of the
bochurim raised his voice in the
timeless and hallowed sing song tune
of learning Gemara “Ai Ai Ai Tannu
Rabbanan”. Rav Nachum,
understanding what had transpired,
bent over toward the bochur and
whispered, “In all of Maseches
Nedarim, the words ‘Tannu Rabbanan’
are not found”. 
When this story was related to
Hagaon Harav Chaim Kanievsky, he
closed his eyes for a few moments
and exclaimed “It’s true, there is no
‘Tannu Rabbanan’ in all of Maseches
Nedarim, but on daf chof zayin it states
’DeTannu Rabbanan’”. 
Those present were awed by this
display Rav Chaim’s mastery of the
Gemara. Someone excitedly ran and
told this to Horav Aharon Leib
Shteinman. He was not surprised or
moved. “Of course,” he replied. “That’s
his supermarket. Is anyone surprised
when the manager of a large
supermarket knows exactly where
every product is found, his inventory,
what is being ordered and what is
unavailable? For Rav Chaim, Torah is
his supermarket.”   
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Avraham ben Avraham, Ger Tzedek of Vilna
 May 23 1749/7 Sivan 5509

The Second Day of Shavous is the yarzheit of Avraham Ben Avraham, the Ger Tzedek of Vilna. Avraham
Ben Avraham was the adopted name of Graf (Count)  Valentin Potocki, a Polish nobleman who converted
to Judaism and was burned alive al kiddush Hashem. When he was sixteen, Graf Valentin and his friend
Zaremba were enrolled in a Catholic seminary, studying for the priesthood. One day, they encountered a
Jewish shopkeeper who impressed them with his wisdom and scholarship. Intrigued, they began to learn
the basics of Judaism from him, and were drawn away from Christianity. Slowly, they began to consider
conversion. A confused Valentin traveled to Rome, where he decided to accept Judaism.  The two friends
eventually travelled to Amsterdam, where they both converted. Zaremba took the name Baruch ben
Avraham, and Valentin chose to become known as Avraham ben Avraham. Avraham left Amsterdam and
returned to Vilna, where he sat and learned in a local shul, dressed like any other Jew from those times.
Meanwhile, Valentin’s parents, who were powerful nobles, were searching frantically for their son. The
search, however, was futile. Eventually, Avraham was discovered by the son of a tailor who suspected him
of being more than he looked, and he was arrested by the Church and charged with heresy. At his trial, he
was convicted and condemned to be burned at the stake. It is related that the Vilna Gaon, who
encouraged and supported Avraham throughout his ordeal, offered to save him through Kabbalistic
means, but Avraham refused, choosing instead to sanctify the name of Hashem. The date of his
execution was set for May 23, 1749, which was 7 Sivan, the second day of Shavous 5509. No Jews were
permitted to be present during the execution or to collect his remains after his death. The Vilna Gaon,
however, sent a Jew by the name of R’ Leizer Shishkes, who resembled a non-Jew, to collect the ashes. He
bribed the soldiers who were guarding the smoldering fire, and they gave him the ashes of Avraham,
which were then buried in the Vilna cemetery.Due to government censorship, the matzeiva erected
above the kever stated simply, “Avraham ben Avraham Ger Tzedek, second day Shavous 5509”. There is a
tradition in the name of the Vilna Gaon that after the Ger Tzedek was killed, the kochos hatumah, forces
of impurity in the world, were permanently diminished. The day the Ger Tzedek was killed, 7 Sivan, was
also the day Rav Chaim of Volozhin, the primary disciple of the Gaon, was born. The story of the Ger
Tzedek is inspiring and in many ways parallels that of another famous Ger Tzedek, Rus, whose story we
read on the second day of Shavous. Rus left behind a royal and luxurious lifestyle in order to embrace the
Torah, and displayed tremendous mesiras nefesh in the process. Valentin as well left behind his noble
backround to become a Ger, and he is remembered for all time as the epitome of mesiras nefesh.
Yehi Zichro Boruch     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sivan
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7:51 pm - Candle Lighting
 8:09 pm - Shkiya/Sunset
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9:05 pm - Maariv
9:22 pm - 72 minutes
10:30 pm - Rabbi Reisman
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Q: How do I fulfill the mitzvah of rejoicing on Yom Tov?

A: It is a biblical mitzvah to rejoice and be happy on Yom Tov. A husband
is obligated to ensure that his wife, children, and others in the household
are happy as well. To fulfill this mitzvah, one should buy treats for his
children, and purchase clothing or jewelry for his wife and older children
according to his financial ability. If one cannot afford much, he should at
least buy them something small and inexpensive.

שו"ע או"ח סי' תקכ"ט ס"ב, מ"ב שם, ביה"ל ד"ה כפי ממונו, ועי' בשו"ת רע"א השמטות סי' א',
לחם משנה פי"ד הל' מעשה קרבנות הי"ד, שאגת אריה סי' ס"ו, לגבי החיוב שמחת יו"ט בנשים

אם מוטלת עליהם או על הבעל.

Q: How does the man fulfill the obligation of being happy on Yom Tov?

A: When the Beis Hamikdash stood, men fulfilled this obligation by eating
meat from the korban shelamim. Nowadays, since we no longer have those
korbanos, the obligation of rejoicing can be fulfilled through drinking wine,
as the pasuk says, “Wine gladdens the heart of man” (Tehillim 104:15).
Nevertheless, there is still a mitzvah to eat meat on Yom Tov. On Shavuos,
however, many have the custom to eat dairy and there is what to rely on.

ביה"ל סי' תקכ"ט ס"ב ד"ה כיצד, ועי' בשיעורי הלכה יו"ט פי"ז בענין אכילת בשר בשבועות.

Q: How much wine do I need to drink? Can my Kiddush wine count for
this?

A: One must drink a reviis (about 3 oz.) of wine. If one makes Kiddush on
wine, that wine can count for this halacha as well. However, this only
applies to the person making Kiddush who drank the wine. The other men
in the household should each make sure to drink their own reviis.

שמעתי מר"ז סמיט שליט"א (שיעור רביעית הוא מרב פאם), עי' בביה"ל סי' תקכ"ט ס"ב ד"ה
כיצד, ועי' היטב במ"ב שם סקי"א. 

Q: When lighting candles for Yom Tov, should I recite the bracha before I
light or after?

A: When lighting Shabbos candles, the custom is to light first and then
recite the bracha, since some hold that reciting the bracha constitutes
accepting Shabbos. On Yom Tov, however, since lighting is permitted,
many hold that one should first recite the bracha and then light.
Nevertheless, one who has the custom to light first, as on Shabbos, may
continue doing so.

מ"ב סי' רס"ג סקכ"ז.
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