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There are two vessels in the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash that have a requirement of tamid -

always, the Shulchan (Table) and the Menora. Concerning the Shulchan the Torah says, “And

you shall place the Lechem HaPanim (Showbread) on the Shulchan before Me, tamid” (25:30).

With regard to the Menora it says, “[They should take oil] to kindle a light tamid” (27:20). Rashi

(Chagiga 26b, Shmos 27:20) explains that although the word tamid is used in both contexts, it

has two distinct meanings: constant and consistent. The mitzva of the Shulchan was to

constantly hold the Lechem HaPanim while the Menora did not need to be continuously alight.

Its mitzva was to be kindled every evening - consistently. Similarly, the Korban Tamid - daily

burnt sacrifice, was offered twice daily, not every moment.

With this, Rashi resolves a difficulty with a Gemara in Chagiga. During the Yamim Tovim, there

were many visitors to the Beis HaMikdash. Some of them were unlearned and not familiar with

the laws of purity. There was a concern that one of these people might touch one of the vessels

in the Beis HaMikdash, rendering it tamai - ritually impure. The last Mishna in Chagiga says that

a warning was issued: “Be careful to avoid touching the Shulchan.” Unlike all other vessels, the

Shulchan could not be removed from the Beis HaMikdash and immersed should it become

tamai, as that would disrupt its continuity. Consequently, it warranted extra concern.

The Gemara (26b) explains that the Mishna did not mention a warning for the Menora because it

does not say tamid by the Menora and there would be no issue with removing it temporarily.

The obvious difficulty with this is that the Torah clearly does say tamid with regards to the

Menora! Shouldn’t the Mishna be concerned for the Menora too? In light of the above, Rashi

explains that although the Torah does say tamid by the Menora just as by the Shulchan, it

connotes a different kind of “always.” The Menora could be removed and immersed without

disrupting its consistency, as long as it would be returned for the evening lighting.

The Gemara in Bava Basra (25b) says, “One who wants to become wise should face southward

[when davening] and one who wants to become wealthy should face northward.” The Gemara

adds a mnemonic: “The Shulchan is in the north and the Menora in the south.” This refers to the

placement of these vessels in the inner chamber of the Beis HaMikdash. (See Mishna Berura

94:12 that one’s body should be turned in the same direction as the congregation and just his

face turned in the desired direction.) This idea demonstrates that the Shulchan represents

parnasa and wealth, while the Menora symbolizes Torah and wisdom. Perhaps with this

symbolism we can gain a deeper understanding for the variance in the mitzvos of these two

vessels.

The necessity of parnasa is ubiquitous - ever-present and unchanging, and not specific to any

day. There is no daily mitzva to exert effort toward parnasa. It is a result-oriented endeavor;

nothing matters other than having bread on the table. Accordingly, the mitzva of the Lechem

HaPanim was a constant mitzva, to be placed on the Shulchan and left there perpetually. (Every

week they would be exchanged for a fresh set of Lechem HaPanim.)

With Torah, in contrast, the obligation is delineated by days. Chazal say, “Each day the Torah

should be like new in your eyes, as if it was given to you today from Sinai” (Rashi Devorim 26:16

and Tanchuma Ki Savo 1). Each day requires one to engage in Torah and spirituality and each

day demands its own unique spiritual growth. Each day we kindle the light of Torah with new

gusto, reaching for new spiritual heights. On some days it may go more easily and on some a

little less, but the effort invested each day is important even if it yields minimal returns. Small

accomplishments build on each other with every successive day.

This Shabbos is Parshas Zachor, when we recount and remind ourselves of our historic

altercation with the nation of Amalek. We remember not just the battle but also the

circumstances that led to the attack. “Amalek came and waged war with the Jewish nation at

Rephidim” (Shmos 17:8). Chazal explain that the name Rephidim is a contraction of “Rafu

yedeihem min hatorah,” they relaxed their efforts in Torah (Bechoros 5b, Sanhedrin 106a). They

may have still been engaged in Torah but in a weaker and less energetic fashion. Such an

attitude makes one susceptible to an attack from Amalek.

Let us learn from this to constantly keep our spiritual engines on full throttle, consistently

growing with each new day.

Have you ever wondered what is so
American about an Americano? 
Well, in Europe, they have these
microscopic 1 oz. drinks they call
espresso - and they charge the same
price for this little thing as a full 12
oz. coffee!
Now, Americans don’t like getting
ripped off; we would never pay $5 for
that tiny drop. But it does taste good.
So what do they do? They take this 1
oz. flavor-packed shot of espresso,
add some hot water - and voilà! Now
it’s something worth paying for.
So, it’s called an Americano, because
Americans want quantity over
quality. We like big, huge, massive
things, and if the quality goes down
as the volume increases - it is well
worth it.
Is the Torah American?
The pasuk says, ולתתך עליון על כל
that Hashem placed Klal - הגוים
Yisroel higher than the other
nations. In this context, does
“higher” mean big, as in big and tall?
Like a skyscraper that dominates the
skyline higher than all the rest? Is the
Torah saying we are the full 12oz vs
the small espresso? 
Additionally, is Klal Yisroel’s status
as עליון connected to the mitzvos of
Bikkurim and Ma’aser, and to the
blessings and curses mentioned in
the Sedra? Or is it just an
advertisement break?
The Mashgiach, Rav Mattisyahu,
clarifies the distinction between big
and high.
Something “big” occupies a lot of
space - both on the ground and as
high as it goes. But something “high”
is something that is disconnected
from what is below.
High is a different dimension:
elevated and above that which is
attached to the ground. A skyscraper
may be taller than the clouds passing
by, but the clouds are unbound, high
in a different sense.
In fact, high may just be the exact
opposite of big!
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Eilu Devarim IX: Bestowing a Kindness
Hachnosas Orchim
Chazal tell us (Shabbos 127a) that welcoming guests is greater
than receiving the Shechinah. In fact, Sanhedrin 103b teaches
that feeding guests is of such great significance that it can cause
Hashem to overlook a wicked person’s sins. Rashi explains that
when one feeds guests, Hashem does not focus on the
shortcomings of the benefactor and refrains from bringing
retribution upon him.
We learn this from Avraham Avinu, who left to receive guests
while speaking with Hashem, saying, “Please, my Master, do not
pass by Your servant.” Michtav Me’Eliyahu (1:141, 2:180) asks: Is
this not a great disregard for Hashem’s presence? He explains
that receiving the Shechinah is a gift that one receives, whereas
welcoming guests requires a person to forgo his own interests,
time, and resources. Through this act, one acquires a deeper
recognition of the truth and a profound emunah that becomes
deeply entrenched in his heart.
Chazal teach (Bava Metzia 86b) that in the merit of Avraham
Avinu’s actions, his descendants were sustained and protected
during their sojourn in the wilderness for 40 years. Yet this
seems disproportionate. Why should such a simple act generate
such tremendous reward? Additionally, the Chofetz Chaim
(Ahavas Chesed 3:2) asks: The recipients of Avraham’s kindness
over his many decades were idol worshipers. Why, then, did he
receive such great reward? He answers that although this may
have been true of his guests, Avraham’s intentions were
completely pure. Hashem therefore ensured that he would not
lose out, sending him the choicest of creations—the angels—and
generating such long-lasting benefits.
The impact of pursuing purity is immeasurable. The Shem
Mishmuel (Beshalach 5672) illustrates this by asking: What act of
kindness was there in feeding angels if they do not actually eat
physical food? He explains that Avraham infused the food with
such purity of heart and generosity that, through his welcoming
of the guests, the food itself was transformed into something
spiritual that could be enjoyed even by angels.
According to Rav Dessler, while there may be additional reward
commensurate with the greatness of the recipients, there is also
a greater purity of heart, benevolence, and pursuit of truth when
one serves simple people or even those who are difficult to
serve. Perhaps we can say that the more challenging or less
appealing our guests may be, the greater the opportunity to
fulfill Hashem’s will and achieve true spiritual growth.
It was related at the funeral of Rabbi Uri Mandelbaum that once,
an indigent man arrived at the Yeshiva of Philadelphia looking
for a place to stay for Shabbos. Concerned for their safety, the
yeshiva boys sent him to Rabbi Mandelbaum, a rebbi in the
yeshiva, assuming that he, too, would find a tactful way to
decline.
Astoundingly, Rabbi Mandelbaum gave him a bed in his
basement. Yet, not wanting to risk his family’s safety, he sat the
entire night on a chair beside the basement door, in case his
guest came up the steps with sinister plans. He simply said, “He
may look suspicious, but if he genuinely needs a place to stay,
how can I refuse him?” The sleepless night was a small price to
pay for an opportunity paramount to prophecy.
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For example, the Torah tells us that
we are the least of all the nations in
number, but that is not a
contradiction to being the highest
and most elevated of all nations.
With this insight, the entire parsha
becomes a running lesson, and we
can also understand why Chazal
organized it to be read before Rosh
Hashanah.
Hashem wants Klal Yisroel to be an
elevated nation whose primary
existence is spiritual. We do not
belong here in this physical world as
residents. We would be better
adjusted somewhere higher - a place
closer to Hashem.
Hashem gives us the mitzvos of
Bikkurim and Ma’aser to remind us
that our land and produce are a gift
and are not really ours. Hashem then
urges us to recognize that our lives
are not natural. Rather, if we keep our
focus as an elevated nation, attached
to Hashem, we will have dazzling
blessings unmatched by any natural
process. And if we lose focus, Chas
V’shalom, we bring upon ourselves
curses outside the boundaries of the
natural order.
Average is not us.
Hashem will not tolerate us being
normal.
Either we live the reality of עליון מכל
lowest of - מטה מטה or we fall ,הגוים
the low.
There is no greater mistake than
thinking we are simply taller. The
Torah teaches us that we are עליון--
disconnected from the world below.
The Yamim Nora’im are a time when
spirituality is easier to feel, allowing
us the opportunity to go higher and
draw inspiration to lead more
elevated lives in the coming year,
thereby meriting unbound blessings. 
.not American - עליון
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Q: I pick up a freshly brewed cup of coffee, and it has a wonderful aroma.
Do I recite Hanosein Rei’ach Tov Bapeiros?

A: Coffee beans are considered a fruit for the purposes of the bracha on
fragrance, so Hanosein Rei’ach Tov Bapeiros is recited on the aroma of
coffee. However, a bracha on a fragrance is only recited when one picks
up the item with the intention of smelling it. Therefore, if one picks up
the coffee to drink it, no bracha is recited, even if he subsequently
decides to smell it. If he picks it up to smell it, a bracha is recited, even if
he then drinks it. The determining factor is whether he picked it up to
smell it or to drink it.

שו"ע או"ח סי' רט"ז ס"ב, ביה"ל שם, מ"ב סקט"ז. וכבר כתבתי למעלה שהחזו"א
(או"ח סי' ל"ה) פליג על זה.

Q: There are a bunch of people at Havdalah, so I thought of just taking
the cover of the Besamim and smelling it. Is that okay?

A: No. A bracha is not recited on a fragrance that has no substance of its
own. Therefore, a bracha may not be recited on an item that merely
absorbed the fragrance of another substance. Examples include the cover
of a Besamim container that has absorbed its fragrance, or oil that had a
fragrant flower soaked in it and was then removed.

שו"ע או"ח סי' רי"ז ס"ג, מ"ב סקט"ו, ועי' בשו"ע סי' רט"ז ס"ו.

Q: Is a bracha recited on scented oils?

A: It depends on how the oil is made. An essential oil contains the
concentrated fragrant components extracted from a plant, and the
appropriate bracha is recited when smelling it. An infused oil is made by
soaking a plant in regular oil and then removing the plant. No bracha is
recited on the infused oil once the plant has been removed. However, if
the fragrant plant remains in the oil, a bracha is recited when smelling it.

שו"ע או"ח סי' רי"ז ס"ג, מ"ב סקט"ו, ועי' בשו"ע סי' רט"ז ס"ו.

Q: When making Havdala. I realized that I don't have Besamim. Can I
take cinnamon from my pantry and recite a bracha on it?

A: Yes. Although the cinnamon is kept in the pantry for eating rather
than for its fragrance, and one would not recite a bracha if he happened
to smell it while eating something with cinnamon, in this case he
specifically takes it in order to smell it. Therefore, he may recite the
bracha of Borei Minei Besamim on it. Ideally, one should set aside a
container of spices specifically for the mitzvah of Besamim. 

שו"ע או"ח סי' רט"ז ס"ב, ביה"ל שם, מ"ב סקט"ז, מ"ב סי' רצ"ז סק"י. ולחוש
לשיטת החזו"א (או"ח סי' ל"ה) העצה היא ליטול מעט קינמון מהבקבוק ולהניחו
בידו או בטישו, כדי לייחדו להרחה, ואז לכו"ע יכול לברך עליו (שמעתי מר"ז סמיט).
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לעילוי נשמת
 חיים אברהם מאיר שמואל

 בן עובדיה בן־ציון
יארצייט י״ז אלול
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