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There is a common mistake made by
scholars and typical people alike, that
it is thought to be true that the mitzva
of Para Aduma – the red cow – has no
reason. The reason for this mistake is
due to the classification of this mitzva
as a chok, which is assumed to mean
that it is without explanation, reason,
or understanding. However, the
Siporno clarifies that this is untrue on
two fronts.
Firstly, and most importantly, Hashem
does in fact have an exalted reason for
instructing us to perform this mitzva.
Moshe Rabbeinu and those
comparable to him might know that
very exalted reason for this mitzva
which is shrouded in secrecy.
Secondly, and maybe more relevant to
us, there is within this mitzva a clue of
sorts to a fundamental that is practical
for all. The Siporno gives a mashal of a
medicinal treatment. An example
might be a defibrillator. For someone
suffering cardiac arrest such a device
can be lifesaving and holds the key to a
miraculous recovery. However, if a
healthy child were to get their hands
on such a device and administer it to
themselves or a friend, the result could
be fatal. Such a paradox! 
Obviously, what cures the sick might
have a different, or opposite outcome
for the healthy. Similarly, the Para
Aduma will purify the impure and
defile those that are pure. 
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And more generally, the path of
rectification for someone who
strayed from the way of service of
Hashem; that very path might be
harmful for one who has remained
pure in their heart. That is the second
idea behind this mitzva.
The Siporno elaborates on the
connection between the Parah
Adumah and the path of returning to
Hashem. Although, simply, Para
Aduma deals with purity and doesn’t
deal with sin at all, the Torah is called
life in many instances. Impurity is a
result of death. An additional
connection between the two topics is
that the cow must be red specifically,
which we find refers to sin.
One final point that the Siporno
highlights is that although all who
engage in the Para Aduma process are
affected and become likewise impure,
the ones who actually do the part of
the process that changes the
individual from impure to pure - they
remain pure. Similarly, those that are
involved in helping others in the
process of returning to Hashem are
not rendered impure, and they
remain immune to adverse effect. So
many lessons from a mitzva that
supposedly is lacking any meaning.

Have an uplifting Shabbos!

And more generally, the path of
rectification for someone who
strayed from the way of service of
Hashem; that very path might be
harmful for one who has remained
pure in their heart. That is the second
idea behind this mitzva.
The Siporno elaborates on the
connection between the Parah
Adumah and the path of returning to
Hashem. Although, simply, Para
Aduma deals with purity and doesn’t
deal with sin at all, the Torah is called
life in many instances. Impurity is a
result of death. An additional
connection between the two topics is
that the cow must be red specifically,
which we find refers to sin.
One final point that the Siporno
highlights is that although all who
engage in the Para Aduma process are
affected and become likewise impure,
the ones who actually do the part of
the process that changes the
individual from impure to pure - they
remain pure. Similarly, those that are
involved in helping others in the
process of returning to Hashem are
not rendered impure, and they
remain immune to adverse effect. So
many lessons from a mitzva that
supposedly is lacking any meaning.

Have an uplifting Shabbos!




	Vol. 22  Issue #29
	Candle Lighting   6:30 PM
	A NOVEL APPROACH
	PARSHAS CHUKAS-BALAK
	Lessons from our Leaders  BY RABBI YEHUDA WAINTMAN

	HILCHOS TEFILAH
	PARSHAS CHUKAS-BALAK SHABBOS ZEMANIM
	Friday, June 26



