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Max and Gale Bienstock settled in Wynnewood, Pennsylvania over 40 years ago. They 
i m mediately became members of Congregation Beth Hamedrosh, enrolled their four 
children in Torah Academy, and began working to build their community. Max, a retired 
e l ementary and middle school principal, and Gale, a retired speech and first grade 
teacher have served as committed volunteers in so many capacities. Max is a gabbai at 
Congregation Beth Hamedrosh, a member of its board of directors, and a past president. 

He has served on the Torah Academy Education Committee, and has coached basketball and baseball at the JCC; Gale has 
also stepped up to lend her talents to local shuls, schools, and Torah organizations. These days, one most often finds the 
Bienstocks jet setting from one coast to another and around the world, spending time with RoAnna and Moshe Pascher and 
family in Elizabeth, New Jersey; R’ Moshe Anshel and Adina and family in Har Nof, Yerushalyim; Shimshon and Sara Lea and 
family in Los Angeles; and R’ Yehudah and Faige and family in Chesterfield, Missouri.

Max participates in shiurim at the Kollel and appreciates the warm and nonjudgmental welcome the Kollel Rabbis provide to 
all individuals of diverse backgrounds and levels of Torah knowledge. Gale is an attendee and supporter of Kollel women’s 
events and both of them value the way the learning that originates at the Kollel permeates their home, promotes positive 
relationships, and initiates continual learning.

David and Kineret Shakow came to Lower Merion 36 years ago from Washington, DC via 
Israel.  Prior to David joining Penn Law’s faculty, David and Kineret decided to spend three 
months learning in Israel - not a common practice for young professional couples in the 80s.

From the outset they have been active in the community, and have made learning and 
chesed an essential part of their daily lives. Attending formal shiurim, participating in small 
study groups and learning b’chavruta, as well as offering learning opportunities and helping 

others to learn has been integral to their life. Kineret feels especially fortunate to have been exposed to a variety of teachers 
in approach and subject matter, but all with a common goal to share Torah knowledge and foster growth as individuals and 
as a community.

David has been on the boards of many local organizations, including the Hillel of Greater Philadelphia, Torah Academy, where 
he was chairman of the Scholarship Committee, the Philadelphia Yeshiva and the Kollel.  David has been a Gabbai of the 
Hashkama Minyan at LMS for close to 30 years, and also acts as co-leader of the Gemara Shiur that follows this Minyan. 
Kineret has served on the education committee at Beth Jacob High School, Torah Academy Girls’ High School, and Kosloff 
Torah Academy. She has been a board member for P’TACH, Gan Tikvah and the LMS Sisterhood. She has been a Friday night 
Mikvah attendant for many years and worked with women interested in taking on the mitzvah of taharat hamishpacha.  As an 
active Torah Academy Education Committee member, she helped develop a Resource Room program at TA, enhance the pre-
school program and develop the Girls’ High School. She was Education Director of Torah Academy from 1986 to 1988, which 
she describes as a labor of love.  She was an active board member of the TA PTO for many years, serving in several capacities 
including PTO President, Vice President of Educational Programming (where, with a team of committed volunteers, she 
created an adult education program), and Vice President of Fundraising. One of the highlights in both David’s and Kineret’s 
community involvement has been teaching youth for bar or bat mitzvah.

In their personal life, David is a specialist in Federal tax law.  He is Professor Emeritus at the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School, Counsel at Chamberlain Hrdlicka in West Conshohocken, PA as well as a Gabelli Fellow at Fordham’s Graduate 
Business School where he teaches tax law.  Kineret, who has a Doctorate in Education, has been involved in various aspects 
of education, and currently develops and implements innovative health-related programs as Director of A Better Start at 
Albert Einstein Medical Center.

David and Kineret are blessed with family that are friends and friends who are family and a Rav and Rebbetzin who have 
guided them and their family since their move to Philadelphia. Their greatest gift – which they recognize are the product of a 
loving and caring community as well as the chesed of Hakadosh Boruch Hu - is their wonderful children. Rachel Esther, their 
first born, and her husband Ben Zion Gruen and their four children live in Edison, New Jersey; Chava Leah and her husband 
Eli Glickman and their six children live in Ramat bet Shemesh; Yaakov and his wife Tziporah and their two children live in 
Flatbush; Tuvia Simcha and his wife Rivka and their daughter live in Lakewood; Rivka Sara and her husband Eli Beck live in 
Cherry Hill; and Chana Miriam and her husband Yosef Goldberg live in Queens. They are also blessed with a bat bayit: Malx 
and her husband Simcha Haber and their two little boys, who live in the Northeast. Each member of their family (by birth and 
by choice) have followed in their parents’ footsteps - of a love of Torah and klal Yisroel, and are known for stepping up in their 
schools, yeshivas, communities, and most of all with one another. 
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Reb Sruli and Rivka Schwartz have been a part of the Kollel family since 

2004. R’ Sruli, a proud Torontonian, came to the Philadelphia Community 

Kollel staff via Ner Yisrael Toronto, Yeshiva Gedolah of Passiac, Rav Yaakov 

Friedman, and Beth Medrash Govoha. He remained a member of the Kollel 

faculty until 2011, where his warmth and energy infused the Beis Medrash 

throughout the day and evening. Even now, despite his day job as an actuary, 

and a hectic schedule, R’ Sruli maintains his “larger than life” presence at the Kollel though his nightly daf-

yomi shiur, his chavrusa’s, and his continued role as gabbai, a position he has held for many years.

Rivka is a greater Philadelphia native, hailing from Yardley, Pennsylvania. She attended Bruriah high school, 

Hadar Seminary, and College of NJ, where she trained as a speech therapist. She founded and runs Goldstar 

Rehabilitation, a successful local provider of therapy services. Between the 2 of them, R Sruli and Rivka 

have served on boards of Kosloff Torah Academy, Lower Merion Synagogue, the Lower Merion Community 

Mikvah, and the Philadelphia Community Kollel. R’ Sruli is also one of the backbones of Pirchei/Torah Youth. 

Their children, Gershie, Chaya, Sara, Shana, Mordy, Miri, and Zev attend Yeshivas Orchos Chaim Lakewood, 

Politz Hebrew Academy, Caskey Torah Academy, and Gan Chabad.

As Kollel alumni, the Schwartz’s still consider the Kollel their family shul, the Rosh Kollel their Rov, and remain 

an integral part of the Kollel and its impact on our community. They feel the Kollel is a warm and inviting 

place, not intimidating, and the Kollel families still remain their best friends.

Baruch and Elana Avis live in Bala Cynwyd, where Baruch serves in his 10th 

year as gabbai of Young Israel of the Main Line. Baruch grew up in Lower 

Merion, left for a time to learn in Eretz Yisroel, returned in 2002, and married 

Elana in 2003. He is a nurse anesthetist in private practice with Society Hill 

A nesthesia Consultants. Elana’s journey started in Memphis, Tennessee 

as the daughter of Russian immigrants. A graduate of Memphis Hebrew Academy and B’nos Chayil-Neve 

Yerushalayim seminaries, she followed Baruch to Bala Cynwyd where she has developed a popular sheitel 

salon. The Avis’ five children, Akiva Yaakov, Ezra Yosef, Amalia Tova, Shayna Bracha, and Moshe Aharon are all 

Masmid and Kesher devotees.

The Avis family considers the Kollel their home away from home. Baruch has spent countless hours learning 

in the Kollel Beis Medrash, and he and Elana have built lasting friendships with the Kollel rabbis and their 

wives. Elana is a big fan of the women’s events throughout the year, and she has benefited from the women’s 

shiurim for as long as she has been in this community. Baruch and Elana especially value the Kollel as a place 

that exists solely for Torah lishma –  Torah learning, no strings attached, no questions asked, no matter one’s 

hashkafa.


