
There are two vessels in the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash that have a requirement of tamid -

always, the Shulchan (Table) and the Menora. Concerning the Shulchan the Torah says, “And

you shall place the Lechem HaPanim (Showbread) on the Shulchan before Me, tamid” (25:30).

With regard to the Menora it says, “[They should take oil] to kindle a light tamid” (27:20). Rashi

(Chagiga 26b, Shmos 27:20) explains that although the word tamid is used in both contexts, it

has two distinct meanings: constant and consistent. The mitzva of the Shulchan was to

constantly hold the Lechem HaPanim while the Menora did not need to be continuously alight.

Its mitzva was to be kindled every evening - consistently. Similarly, the Korban Tamid - daily

burnt sacrifice, was offered twice daily, not every moment.

With this, Rashi resolves a difficulty with a Gemara in Chagiga. During the Yamim Tovim, there

were many visitors to the Beis HaMikdash. Some of them were unlearned and not familiar with

the laws of purity. There was a concern that one of these people might touch one of the vessels

in the Beis HaMikdash, rendering it tamai - ritually impure. The last Mishna in Chagiga says that

a warning was issued: “Be careful to avoid touching the Shulchan.” Unlike all other vessels, the

Shulchan could not be removed from the Beis HaMikdash and immersed should it become

tamai, as that would disrupt its continuity. Consequently, it warranted extra concern.

The Gemara (26b) explains that the Mishna did not mention a warning for the Menora because it

does not say tamid by the Menora and there would be no issue with removing it temporarily.

The obvious difficulty with this is that the Torah clearly does say tamid with regards to the

Menora! Shouldn’t the Mishna be concerned for the Menora too? In light of the above, Rashi

explains that although the Torah does say tamid by the Menora just as by the Shulchan, it

connotes a different kind of “always.” The Menora could be removed and immersed without

disrupting its consistency, as long as it would be returned for the evening lighting.

The Gemara in Bava Basra (25b) says, “One who wants to become wise should face southward

[when davening] and one who wants to become wealthy should face northward.” The Gemara

adds a mnemonic: “The Shulchan is in the north and the Menora in the south.” This refers to the

placement of these vessels in the inner chamber of the Beis HaMikdash. (See Mishna Berura

94:12 that one’s body should be turned in the same direction as the congregation and just his

face turned in the desired direction.) This idea demonstrates that the Shulchan represents

parnasa and wealth, while the Menora symbolizes Torah and wisdom. Perhaps with this

symbolism we can gain a deeper understanding for the variance in the mitzvos of these two

vessels.

The necessity of parnasa is ubiquitous - ever-present and unchanging, and not specific to any

day. There is no daily mitzva to exert effort toward parnasa. It is a result-oriented endeavor;

nothing matters other than having bread on the table. Accordingly, the mitzva of the Lechem

HaPanim was a constant mitzva, to be placed on the Shulchan and left there perpetually. (Every

week they would be exchanged for a fresh set of Lechem HaPanim.)

With Torah, in contrast, the obligation is delineated by days. Chazal say, “Each day the Torah

should be like new in your eyes, as if it was given to you today from Sinai” (Rashi Devorim 26:16

and Tanchuma Ki Savo 1). Each day requires one to engage in Torah and spirituality and each

day demands its own unique spiritual growth. Each day we kindle the light of Torah with new

gusto, reaching for new spiritual heights. On some days it may go more easily and on some a

little less, but the effort invested each day is important even if it yields minimal returns. Small

accomplishments build on each other with every successive day.

This Shabbos is Parshas Zachor, when we recount and remind ourselves of our historic

altercation with the nation of Amalek. We remember not just the battle but also the

circumstances that led to the attack. “Amalek came and waged war with the Jewish nation at

Rephidim” (Shmos 17:8). Chazal explain that the name Rephidim is a contraction of “Rafu

yedeihem min hatorah,” they relaxed their efforts in Torah (Bechoros 5b, Sanhedrin 106a). They

may have still been engaged in Torah but in a weaker and less energetic fashion. Such an

attitude makes one susceptible to an attack from Amalek.

Let us learn from this to constantly keep our spiritual engines on full throttle, consistently

growing with each new day.
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forced Jews to watch animals in far out places 2) They made one Jew
watch the animals fit for five shepherds then if one got injured the Jew
payed for it 3) They stole many of our animals 4) We couldn't watch our
own animals since we were too busy working so many died 5) We lost
our livelihood so Hashem took away theirs 6) They forced Jews to do
work of animals like plowing and bearing burdens What Hashem
showed – 1) He is in charge of animal life 2) He is in charge of economy
3) By killing their sheep which was one of their gods, Hashem showed
He is the true G-d.
6. Shechin– Boils     What happened – 1) The boils brought them
unbearable pain 2) If they tried wet bandage one type of boil hurt, if
they tried dry bandage another type hurt 3) They couldn’t stand from
pain 4) Their animals had boils as well 5) They couldn’t go near their
spouses and family members    Why – 1) Tzaras is a punishment for
haughtiness and evil talk and they were haughty and belittled us 2)
They beat us until we had blisters 3) They forced us to manage their
bathhouses 4) They didn’t let us itch ourselves during work 5) They
separated husbands and wives 5) Pharaoh misused his leprosy when he
bathed in Jewish babies blood  What Hashem showed – 1) He in charge
of health 2) He is in charge of healing (by showing no remedy helped)
7. Barad – Hail    What happened – 1) There was a mix of fire and ice 2)
There was a scary noise (people even fainted from scary noise) 3) Hail
destroyed most vegetation which was once a pride for Egypt 4) Egypt
lay in ruins from all destruction from hail 5) There was a miracle that
fire didn’t melt the ice    Why – 1) They made us plant their gardens and
orchards so Hashem took it all away 2) They made us cry and make
noises 3) They pelted us with stonesWhat Hashem showed – 1) He is in
charge of weather 2) He is in charge of science (by fire not melting ice)
8. Arbeh – Locusts      What happened – 1) Locusts came through a great
wind and ate whatever the hail left behind 2) All food in storehouses
were eaten 3) The locust ate every blade of grass leaving the ground
bare 4) There were so many locust that it became dark outside 5) After
the plague all locust left so Egyptians couldn't eat them Why – 1) They
forced us to plant and harvest their grain 2) They stole grain from
Jewish fields and people 3) Arbeh comes from the word to increase and
multiply (Bereishis 22:17) and the Egyptians did everything to make us
not be able to multiply 4) They were stingy to feed their Jewish slaves 

so they lost their food What Hashem showed – 1) He is in charge of
insects 2) He is in charge of wind 3) He is in charge of vegetation.
9. Choshech – Darkness        What happened – 1) For first three
days there was total darkness 2) During second three days the
darkness was so thick that they couldn’t move and had to stay in
one position for all those three straight days 3) Since they couldn't
see they feared every small sound  Why – 1) It was in order to hide
the 4\5 of Jews dying 2) Since they locked up many Jewish
“criminals” into dark prisons' 3) Since they forced Jews to work
late at night and early in the morning while it was still dark 4) They
forced us to hide our newborns in darkness 5) They denied
Hashem and decided to live in spiritual darkness 6) They would
force us to hold candles on our head and not move for hours 7)
They caused us to live with great fear  What Hashem showed – 1)
He is in charge of light and darkness 2) He is in charge of the
ability to move.
10. Makkas Bechor – Death of the Firstborn       What happened – 1)
All the first born died 2) Even those still in mother’s womb 3) Upon
hearing about the upcoming plague the firstborn started a revolt
which killed many 4) The bodies of the dead firstborn spread
germs like a pandemic which caused many to die 5) Dogs dug up
firstborn bones and brought them their previous homes 6) All
idols broke whether by means of shattering or melting 7) All
firstborn animals also died 8) Each family possibly had many
firstborn since they were immoral 9) The night became light so
everyone can see the punishment 10) Pharaoh went himself to look
for Moshe and the Jewish children gave wrong direction on
purpose 11) Pharaoh killed all the nobleman that had told Pharaoh
not to let out the Jewish nation   Why – 1) They caused pain to
Hashem's firstborn, Bni Bechori Yisrael (exodus 4:22) 2) The
firstborn in Egypt had a higher stature so they are to blame more
for the Jews suffering   What Hashem showed – 1) He is in charge
of human life 2) He is in charge of peace in a country (firstborn
revolted) 3) That you can't hide any action from him (knew all the
immoral acts).


