
There are two vessels in the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash that have a requirement of tamid -

always, the Shulchan (Table) and the Menora. Concerning the Shulchan the Torah says, “And

you shall place the Lechem HaPanim (Showbread) on the Shulchan before Me, tamid” (25:30).

With regard to the Menora it says, “[They should take oil] to kindle a light tamid” (27:20). Rashi

(Chagiga 26b, Shmos 27:20) explains that although the word tamid is used in both contexts, it

has two distinct meanings: constant and consistent. The mitzva of the Shulchan was to

constantly hold the Lechem HaPanim while the Menora did not need to be continuously alight.

Its mitzva was to be kindled every evening - consistently. Similarly, the Korban Tamid - daily

burnt sacrifice, was offered twice daily, not every moment.

With this, Rashi resolves a difficulty with a Gemara in Chagiga. During the Yamim Tovim, there

were many visitors to the Beis HaMikdash. Some of them were unlearned and not familiar with

the laws of purity. There was a concern that one of these people might touch one of the vessels

in the Beis HaMikdash, rendering it tamai - ritually impure. The last Mishna in Chagiga says that

a warning was issued: “Be careful to avoid touching the Shulchan.” Unlike all other vessels, the

Shulchan could not be removed from the Beis HaMikdash and immersed should it become

tamai, as that would disrupt its continuity. Consequently, it warranted extra concern.

The Gemara (26b) explains that the Mishna did not mention a warning for the Menora because it

does not say tamid by the Menora and there would be no issue with removing it temporarily.

The obvious difficulty with this is that the Torah clearly does say tamid with regards to the

Menora! Shouldn’t the Mishna be concerned for the Menora too? In light of the above, Rashi

explains that although the Torah does say tamid by the Menora just as by the Shulchan, it

connotes a different kind of “always.” The Menora could be removed and immersed without

disrupting its consistency, as long as it would be returned for the evening lighting.

The Gemara in Bava Basra (25b) says, “One who wants to become wise should face southward

[when davening] and one who wants to become wealthy should face northward.” The Gemara

adds a mnemonic: “The Shulchan is in the north and the Menora in the south.” This refers to the

placement of these vessels in the inner chamber of the Beis HaMikdash. (See Mishna Berura

94:12 that one’s body should be turned in the same direction as the congregation and just his

face turned in the desired direction.) This idea demonstrates that the Shulchan represents

parnasa and wealth, while the Menora symbolizes Torah and wisdom. Perhaps with this

symbolism we can gain a deeper understanding for the variance in the mitzvos of these two

vessels.

The necessity of parnasa is ubiquitous - ever-present and unchanging, and not specific to any

day. There is no daily mitzva to exert effort toward parnasa. It is a result-oriented endeavor;

nothing matters other than having bread on the table. Accordingly, the mitzva of the Lechem

HaPanim was a constant mitzva, to be placed on the Shulchan and left there perpetually. (Every

week they would be exchanged for a fresh set of Lechem HaPanim.)

With Torah, in contrast, the obligation is delineated by days. Chazal say, “Each day the Torah

should be like new in your eyes, as if it was given to you today from Sinai” (Rashi Devorim 26:16

and Tanchuma Ki Savo 1). Each day requires one to engage in Torah and spirituality and each

day demands its own unique spiritual growth. Each day we kindle the light of Torah with new

gusto, reaching for new spiritual heights. On some days it may go more easily and on some a

little less, but the effort invested each day is important even if it yields minimal returns. Small

accomplishments build on each other with every successive day.

This Shabbos is Parshas Zachor, when we recount and remind ourselves of our historic

altercation with the nation of Amalek. We remember not just the battle but also the

circumstances that led to the attack. “Amalek came and waged war with the Jewish nation at

Rephidim” (Shmos 17:8). Chazal explain that the name Rephidim is a contraction of “Rafu

yedeihem min hatorah,” they relaxed their efforts in Torah (Bechoros 5b, Sanhedrin 106a). They

may have still been engaged in Torah but in a weaker and less energetic fashion. Such an

attitude makes one susceptible to an attack from Amalek.

Let us learn from this to constantly keep our spiritual engines on full throttle, consistently

growing with each new day.

MAKE THEM HOLY
וקדשתו כי את לחם
אלקיך הוא מקריב

 

“AND YOU SHALL SANCTIFY HIM [THE COHEIN], FOR HE
OFFERS THE FOOD OF YOUR G-D”  (21:8)

We are commanded here to
honor Cohanim, to glorify them
and to elevate them and to set
their status as the most
prominent.
[Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvos]

It is a positive commandment to
distinguish the Cohanim and to
sanctify them and to prepare
them for the service of offering
sacrifices, as it says in this pasuk. 

Every Jew is required to behave
with great respect towards
Cohanim and to give them
precedence in any spiritual
matter. (Since we attribute
utmost importance to spiritual
matters, according the Cohein
respect in those matters affords
him the greatest honor, however
any scenario that offers an
opportunity to give the Cohein
genuine respect should be
utilized). A few examples include:

1. To speak first at any important
gathering whether it was
convened for Torah or for other
purposes.
[Rambam, Klei Hamikdash 4]

2. To lead Birchas Hamazon 3. To
take a choice portion first.
[Rashi to Gittin 59B]
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The second amazing lesson in chinuch is expressed by the
Chasam Sofer. He says that this passuk is written in a specific
way to teach us a lesson in how to be mechanech. It first
says, “Say to the kohanim, sons of Aharon” and then it states
“tell them to a corpse...”. The Torah is telling us that the
kohanim should tell their children, you are the sons of
Aharon! You are so special to be the son of such a great
tzaddik and be a part of the special Kohanic family! Then,
and only then, should you go on to give them rules! Before
you instruct and discipline your children, you must tell them
how special they are! The Torah is saying, don’t just tell them
rules and boss them around. Explain to them they are so
holy and therefore there are extra rules for you. For
example, if a person wants to stop the use of phones in shul,
there are two ways to go about it. Either he can go straight to
discipline and make a rule that whoever uses a phone will be
asked to leave, or he can explain what an amazing
opportunity it is to daven in a shul and how it’s a one-on-
one conversation with Hashem who loves us and cares for
us more than we care for ourselves! Once people feel this
deeply, they won’t even have the desire to touch a phone in
shul! Are you kidding!? I don’t want to waste one second of
talking to Hashem!
One of the things taught in a lifeguarding course is how  to 

escape from someone attacking you underwater. This is
necessary because someone drowning will, in
desperation, grab and hold anything within their reach,
including the lifeguard coming to save them! Similarly,
when a person is falling down and is depressed, he will
do anything to feel good about himself and keep “afloat,”
doing any sin he feels is necessary to that end. We need
to instill in others who they are and compliment them in
a way they can hear, reminding them how special they
are. Then, the need to do bad things will hopefully
vanish into thin air!
The mishna in Avos says העמידו תלמידים הרבה which
translates simply as, one should have many Talmidim.
The commentaries ask if so, it should say העמידו הרבה
Rather, they explain, it is saying Stand up your .תלמידים
talmidim greatly! Stand them up and make them realize
who they are! Make them feel good about themselves!
When one realizes who he is. he won’t feel a need to do
the wrong thing! Unfortunately, we live in a world
where self-worth is all but lost! The world has fallen
onto all sorts of substances and abuses to create the
illusion of feeling good! It’s our job to instill in our
children who they truly are and build them by showing
their importance. Then they will have the strength to
grow and shine.


