
Hashem sent Moshe to bring the Makkos upon the 

Egyptians. However, for the first three Makkos, Aharon 

actually brought them. Rashi quotes the Midrash to 

explain: When Moshe was born, his mother placed 

him in the Nile to protect him from the Egyptians. 

Later, when Moshe killed the Egyptian overseer and 

buried him, the sand protected Moshe by hiding the 

body. Out of gratitude, Moshe could not 

hit the Nile or the sand. The first three 

plagues, which affected the Nile and the 

sand, had to be brought about by Aharon.

From here we learn an important lesson. 

Gratitude is owed even to inanimate 

objects—certainly to people as well.

But why is it important to show gratitude 

to inanimate objects? The sand would 

never know it had been hit. The water 

doesn’t know it did Moshe a favor. Objects 

don’t care if we are ungrateful, and the 

favors done through them are obviously 

unintentional.

To explain this, we must have a deeper understanding 

of gratitude. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler offers us an insight.

Let’s begin by explaining what gratitude is not. When 

a person receives a favor from someone and does not 

have gratitude, there may be several reasons. Perhaps 

he doesn’t recognize that anything was given to him, 

or he feels entitled to it. Perhaps he feels that he is 

doing a favor to the giver by accepting, in which 

case why should he thank him? Only if the receiver 

understands that what was given to him was a 

sacrifice by another person, one that he isn’t entitled 

to, will he express gratitude. And he is also motivated 

by the desire to continue to receive favors.

This gratitude is not real; it is rooted in selfishness. True 

gratitude is selfless. A person who only wants to be a 

giver is grateful for anything he receives. If someone 

does him a favor, he wants to give back irrespective 

of why the giver gave to him. As long as he received, 

he feels appreciation. This is why we need to show 

gratitude in a way that even goes beyond what we 

received.

But we still need to explain why gratitude must be 

shown to inanimate objects, which neither feel nor 

care if we are grateful.

Rabbi Dessler explains that our character 

traits are powered by sensitivity. If a 

person becomes desensitized in one 

aspect of a particular trait, his personality 

as a whole can be affected. If Moshe 

showed ingratitude to the Nile and to 

the sand, it would affect his gratitude 

to people, as well as to Hashem. The 

obligation of gratitude is not necessarily 

between man and his fellow; it is also 

between man and Hashem. It affects the 

person himself, not just the person to 

whom the gratitude is owed.

Taking this a step further, the first step 

of gratitude is realizing that a favor was done. This, 

in fact, is the literal meaning of the phrase “hakaras 

hatov”—recognizing the good.

Realizing that we have received a gift is a prerequisite 

to gratitude. It takes a keen and sensitive eye to 

recognize all of the good things that happen to us, 

especially small things that occur regularly and 

without the intention of the giver.

For an arrogant person who feels that he deserves 

everything, this is impossible. But Moshe was a very 

humble man. He didn’t feel entitled to anything, so 

everything was seen as a favor. And he was grateful.

Often, we don’t even realize that a favor is being done. 

But a person who is selfless and humble can easily 

recognize a gift, no matter how small it is.

The Shulchan Aruch in YD 117:1 says: 
“Anything that is forbidden from the Torah…
if it is something that is designated for food, 
it is forbidden to do business with it.” So, for 
example, one would not be allowed to open 
a non-kosher fish store and sell calamari.

There are four categories of exceptions to 
this general rule though, which we will look 
at now.

Exception #1: “Nizdamnu lo”. This exception 
is already introduced in the Gemara 
Pesachim 23a). It means that you acquired 
the non-kosher food item, not on purpose, 
but rather by chance. An example brought 
in the commentaries is where someone 
slaughters his own chickens and then 
realizes he didn’t do it properly. Rather than 
having to throw them away, he is allowed 
to sell them to a non-Jew. Or a person went 
fishing with a net and besides the kosher 
fish that he caught, there were also some 
non-kosher ones. He can sell these non-
kosher fish.

Why can someone do this, didn’t we learn 
last week that most Rishonim hold that 
this is an issur d’oraisa, why should there 
be exceptions?! The answer is that from the 
same pasuk that brings this prohibition, we 
also learn from the inclusive word “lachem” 
(“for you”) that there are exceptions where 
we can indeed do commerce with non-
kosher food items. This is one of them.

A modern example of this would be 
where you own a kosher food store. You 
order seven crates of kosher product X 
from a wholesaler, but when they deliver 
it, the product in one of the crates has no 
hechsher. Do you need to discard it and take 
a loss? No, you can sell it off to a non-Jewish 
store, because it falls into the category of 
“nizdamnu lo.”
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Exception #2: Cheilev. Certain types of fats in kosher animals 
(the ones typically designated for going onto the mizbeiach 
in the Beis HaMikdash) are classified by the Torah as “Cheilev.” 
It is forbidden from the Torah to eat them. However, there is a 
pasuk in Vayikra 7:24 that says “yei’aseh l’chol melachah” (“They 
may be put to any use”) from which we learn that one can do 
business with cheilev.

Exception #3: Animals that could technically be eaten, but are 
not made to be eaten, are allowed to be used for commerce. 
The examples that the Shach brings are horses, donkeys and 
camels. So based on this, one could open a pet shop that sells 
things such as gerbils, hamsters, snakes and the like, because 
these animals are not typically used as food. 

Exception #4: Food that is only assur me’derabbanan. Food 
items such as pas akum, bishul akum, gevinas akum and chalav 
akum can all be sold by a Jew commercially, because they are 
only forbidden on a rabbinic level. However, it would not be 
permitted to buy something such as a McDonald’s franchise. 
Even though the basar b’chalav issue in such an establishment 
is only m’derabbanan because the meat and cheese are not 
actually cooked together, nonetheless, the meat they use is 
non-kosher and is therefore assur m’de’oraisa.

So we see that there are a number of exceptions to the 
general rule of doing business with non-kosher food items. 
These scenarios could occur in both commercial and personal 
settings, so one should always check with one’s rov if a particular 
exception applies to them. 

The prohibition only applies against buying and selling food 
items. But what if I want to use a food item for a non-food 
purpose (e.g. making footballs out of pig hides)? Is this allowed? 
We will look at this next week.
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MAZAL TOV TO:
THE BURR FAMILY ON THE OCCASION OF THE CHASUNAH 

OF ESTHER MANYA BURR TO MICHOEL LASTER. 

RON AND JAYNE PERILSTEIN ON THE BIRTH OF A 

GRANDSON, BORN TO DAN AND JULIE MOZES.

LEON AND MALKIE SCHWARTZ UPON THE BIRTH OF 

A GRANDSON. A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO THE PARENTS, 

YAKOV AND RIVKA EMUNAH SCHWARTZ 

THE KOLLEL RABBIS AND STAFF WISH A  WARM MAZEL TOV TO 
OUR COLLEAGUE  RABBI DANI EPSTEIN

 UPON HIS ENGAGEMENT TO NECHAMA KURTZ OF TORONTO! A 
SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO  

MRS. CHERYL EPSTEIN, MRS. SURI RABINOVICI 
AND THE ENTIRE EPSTEIN FAMILY.

DAVENING TIMES:
Friday, January 4: 
4:30PM   Candle Lighting
4:48PM   Shkiya/sunset

Shabbos, January 5:  
8:15AM   Shacharis 
9:08AM/9:44AM Latest Krias Shema
4:09PM Mincha
Followed by Shalosh Seudos
4:49PM Shkiya/Sunset
5:44PM Ma’ariv 
6:01M 72 minutes
6:30PM                                             Masmid
7:30PM        Rabbi Reismens’s Navi Shiur
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STORy
REPRODUCED FROM “TALES OF TZADDIKIM”
WITH PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS, 
ARTSCROLL / MESORAH PUBLICATIONS, LTD.

NEW MISHNAYOS TRACK!
V’SHINANTUM

FOR BOYS GRADES 4-6, 
WEEKLY,  MONDAY EVENINGS

LEARNING SEDER KODSHIM - MESECHES TAMID 
WITH RABBI AHARON SPERKA , 5:45 PM - 6:15 PM

FOLLOWED BY SPECIAL SNACKS AND TORAH GAMES 
WITH RABBI ARI SILVER, 6:15 PM - 6:30 PM

JOIN US FOR THE 
KOLLEL’S CHAI ANNUAL DINNER

THE PHILADELPHIA COMMUNITY KOLLEL’S 
EIGHTEENTH /CHAI ANNUAL DINNER WILL BE 
HELD ON  JANUARY 13, 2019 AT THE CITY LINE 

HILTON

PAYING TRIBUTE TO

DAVID AND CYNDILEE KOSLOFF
&

REB “ABBA” ARTHUR ROSENTHOL

MASMID
MASMID THIS WEEK  IS SPONSORED IN MEMORY OF:

MR. ED BERKOWITZ Z”L 
ON HIS THIRD YARTZEIT

BY THE BERKOWITZ FAMILY

THE PHILADELPHIA COMMUNITY 
KOLLEL, 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH

YOUNG ISRAEL OF THE MAIN LINE
INVITES YOU TO JOIN A NEW SERIES USING  

THE POPULAR SHIVTI PROGRAM
CONTINUING THIS SHABBOS!

FOLLOWING SHACHRIS 
AND KIDDUSH, AT THE YIML 

HASHKAMA MINYAN

THIS WEEK IT IS ROSH CHODESH SHEVAT. WHERE IS ROSH
CHODESH SHEVAT MENTIONED THE TORAH?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S RIDDLE: Q. WHO WAS THE YOUNGEST 
HATZALA MEMBER EVER? A. MIRIAM 

Rabbi Avrohom Leventhal was enjoying himself at a friend’s wedding, when a Yeshiva bochur came up to him and asked, “Do you recognize me?” Rav Avrohom was a little embarrassed since the bochur 

looked familiar, but somehow he just couldn’t place him. “I didn’t think you would remember me. The last time we were together was over twelve years ago when I was one of the boys in a group that 

you brought to a Plrchei Siyum Misbnayos trip to New York. I never forgot that trip. My family and I were not very religious, and the Shabbos I spent that weekend with a frum family was really nice.

“On Sunday you took us to the home of Harav Hagaon Rav Avrohom Pam, shlit”a, the Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshivas Torah Vodaath. Each moment with Rav Pam was special to me. I remember Rav Pam 

opening the door himself and welcoming us into his home. He set up the chairs and went into the kitchen to make popcorn for us. I couldn’t get over the fact that Rav Pam, such a famous Rosh 

Hayeshiva, was popping popcorn just for us! He spent time with all of us and asked each one of us our names and a little bit about ourselves. Rav Pam’s phone rang constantly while we were there. 

Each time he would answer the phone and patiently tell the caller, I’m sorry, but I cannot speak right now, I have very important guests at my table. You can imagine how special we all felt!

As we left, he gave us each a bracha. I took one last look at his kind face and warm smile, and I knew he really cared. I guess a spark inside me must have ignited, because I decided right then and 

there that after finishing eighth grade, I would go to a. Yeshiva”

Rabbi Leventhal was touched by the bochur’s beautiful and moving story. He looked at him and asked, “Are you aware that Rav Pam is at this very wedding tonight? Would you like me to introduce 

you to him?” “Of course,” replied the bochur with great excitement. Together they approached Rav Pam, and the bochur retold his story. Rav Pam embraced the bochur 

warmly. He then turned to Rabbi Leventhal and said, “You never know when a little thing you do will have an effect on 

someone’s life.”

SOMETHING BIG FROM SOMETHING LITTLE


