
 The keruvim that the Jews made in the desert faced 
each other, as it states: “The keruvim shall [have] their 
faces toward one another” (Shemos 25:20). The keruvim 
that Shlomo Hamelech made for the Beis Hamikdash, 
however, were diff erent. They faced the walls of the 
Beis Hamikdash, as it states: “With their faces toward 
the house” (Divrei HaYamim II 3:13). There is a dispute 
in the gemorah, Bava Basra 99b, how to reconcile these 
two pesukim. One opinion maintains that 
initially the keruvim were facing each other, 
representing a positive connection between 
Klal Yisroel and Hashem. Later, if the Jews 
sinned, the keruvim turned towards the 
walls, showing Hashem’s anger with the 
Jews. The other opinion states that Shlomo 
initially placed the keruvim slanted, partially 
facing each other and partially facing the 
wall, fulfi lling both pesukim. 
 Rav Chaim of Volozhin, in his sefer, 
Nefesh Hachaim, explains the diff erence 
between the keruvim constructed at Moshe’s 
time and the keruvim of Shlomo. He cites 
the gemorah in Berachos 35b that brings 
an argument between Rebbi Yishmael and 
Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai regarding two contradictory 
pesukim. The navi says, “The book of the Torah shall 
not depart from your mouth” (Yehoshua 1:8), implying 
that we have to constantly learn Torah with no break. 
Yet, the Torah writes, “You shall gather your grains” 
(Devarim 11:14), saying that we should stop Torah study 
and work to support ourselves. Rebbi Yishmael says that 
both pesukim are valid. We are supposed to do both; we 
have to learn and work. When we are not working, we 
are supposed to learn with great intensity, with no other 
thought on our mind. When we do work, we are still 
supposed to think about Torah, even if we can only do so 
to a lesser degree than if we were not working. This way 
of living fulfi lls both ideas mentioned in the pesukim. 
Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai argues with Rebbi Yishmael 
and says that it is impossible to work and still learn Torah 
properly at the same time. Rather, Rebbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai says that the two pesukim are talking about two 
diff erent scenarios. When we do Hashem’s will, then we 
will not have to work to support ourselves and we could 

dedicate our entire lives to Torah study. Hashem will 
provide everything that we need through other means. 
When we sin, the onus of support is on ourselves and 
our families. Then, we will have no choice but to stop 
learning and work to put food on our table. 
 The gemorah concludes that many people 
conducted their lives like Rebbi Yishmael’s interpretation 
and were successful, while many conducted their 

lives like Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s 
interpretation and were not successful. 
Rav Chaim of Volozhin writes that for the 
masses it is better to live their lives like 
Rebbi Yishmael’s understanding, working 
and learning together, while unique 
individuals can conduct themselves like 
Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s understanding 
and dedicate their entire life to Torah study. 
 Based on this explanation, Rav 
Chaim explains why Moshe’s keruvim were 
facing each other while Shlomo’s were 
slanted, partially facing each other and 
partially facing the wall. During Moshe’s 
era, Bnei Yisroel had a utopian situation. 
All their food was prepared for them and 

they never needed new clothes. They did not need 
to support themselves, and they had no distractions, 
thereby enabling them to dedicate their entire lives to 
Torah study. Moshe established the keruvim facing each 
other, signifying that Klal Yisroel constantly immersed 
themselves in Torah study, with no other responsibilities. 
During Shlomo’s time, however, the Jews had to fend 
for themselves. They had the burden of supporting 
themselves and providing for their families, and they 
therefore did the opportunity to dedicate themselves 
fully to Torah study. They had to juggle work and Torah 
study. They had to learn while they were working. To 
represent their life situation, Shlomo made the keruvim 
slanted, half towards each other and half towards the 
wall, signifying their dual responsibilities. 
 Hashem is very good to the Jewish people, 
bestowing upon us many successful businessmen and 
entrepreneurs. If these people dedicate part of their 
day to Torah study, not only will they lead successful 
businesses, but they will also lead successful lives.

We have learned that we are not allowed to buy 
and sell non-kosher food items for commercial 
purposes. But what if I have some non-Jewish 
workers doing a construction job for me and 
I want to buy them lunch? Can I order KFC, 
Domino’s Pizza, or some other non-kosher 
food item for them? 

The Rema says in YD 117:1: “It is forbidden use 
non-kosher food as security for a loan…and 
even to buy it in order to feed it to his workers 
is forbidden. This is implied from what the 
Beis Yosef writes in the name of the Hagahos 
Maimoni.”

So it seems clear from the Rema that one 
would not be allowed to buy non-kosher food 
to feed his workers.

The Shach finds difficulty with the Rema. He 
says that everyone in his community does just 
this, they purposefully buy non-kosher food for 
their workers. Given the Rema, he doesn’t know 
which authority everyone is his community is 
relying on to do this. He also questions where 
the Rema got his ruling from, because in his 
opinion, from the Hagahos Maimoni that the 
Rema references, it is actually implied that you 
are indeed allowed to buy non-kosher food 
for your workers. This is because Chazal only 
forbade to buy non-kosher food to give to a 
non-Jew when it comes in the form of a gift 
because of a favor he did for you. Why did they 
forbid this? Says the Beis Yosef, because a gift 
resembles a transaction. How so? Because if 
not for the fact that you got benefit from the 
non-Jew, you wouldn’t have given the gift 
otherwise. So, in this way it is like an exchange 
and a transaction. But if you are buying the 
food in order to feed the non-Jewish workers 
in your house, then it seems that this would 
be permissible, because it does not resemble 
a transaction or doing business.
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So we have a disagreement between the Rema and the Shach. How 
do we pasken? Unfortunately it is not clear, some Acharonim siding 
with the Rema, and others with the Shach. The Maharam Shick, 
another Acharon, says that even though yirei shomayim (those who 
are stringent in halacha) should not do it, one should not protest 
against those who are lenient, because they have the Shach to rely 
on.

So, on the surface, it seems like the Shach would allow the buying 
of non-kosher food for the construction workers in the case above.

However, it could be that in our particular case, even the Shach 
would not allow it. Why? Because the Shach is only talking about 
workers where it is incumbent upon you to feed them, such as a 
housekeeper. This is implied from the Shach’s usage of the word 
“b’beiso” (in the Jew’s house). In such a situation, it is part of your 
obligation, you are expected to feed them. However, in our case, 
with the construction workers, there was no such arrangement at 
all from the outset. Oftentimes, we do favors or give gifts to the 
people who provide services for us in order to cultivate a good 
relationship with them. This might be in order just to be nice but 
could also be used to encourage them to perform a better job, 
or to work overtime. Perhaps even the Shach would agree that 
this would be considered a gift, which therefore resembles a 
transaction and would be forbidden.

A simple solution to the problem is, if possible, to give the money 
for the food directly to the non-Jewish worker, or one of the team 
members, and then let them go buy food for themselves.

Next week we will look into the issue of Jewish-owned nursing 
homes. What is the owner allowed to feed his non-Jewish residents?
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MAZEL TOV TO:
DR  AND DR. JAY AND MINDY ROSENBLUM 
ON THE BIRTH OF A GRANDSON, BORN TO RAFI 

AND REBECCA ROSENBLUM IN ERETZ YISROEL.

DAVENING TIMES:
Friday, February 8: 
5:10PM   Candle Lighting
5:28PM   Shkiya/sunset

Shabbos, February 9:  
8:15AM   Shacharis 
9:02AM/9:38AM Latest Krias Shema
4:49PM Mincha
Followed by Shalosh Seudos
5:29PM Shkiya/Sunset
6:24PM Ma’ariv 
6:41M 72 minutes
7:00PM                                             Masmid
8:00PM        Rabbi Reismens’ Navi Shiur
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STORy
REPRODUCED FROM “TALES OF TZADDIKIM”
WITH PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS, ARTSCROLL / MESORAH 
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THIS SHABBOS! 
REBBETZIN RACHAEL BIBERFELD 

WILL BE GIVING A SHIUR ON

 THE MESSAGE OF THE ARON
MIKDASH AND MISHKAN
FEBRUARY 9TH, SHABBOS 

PARSHA TERUMA
AT 3:30PM 

AT THE ZEFFREN RESIDENCE

THE PHILADELPHIA COMMUNITY KOLLEL PRESENTS

A BEGINNER’S GEMARA CLASS 
WITH RABBI AVRAHAM BAUM

VETERAN REBBE, POLITZ HEBREW ACADEMY

LEARNING PEREK EILU METZIOS OF BAVA METZIAH
THE SECOND CHAPTER OF BAVA METZIA, DEALING WITH THE 

LAWS OF LOST OBJECTS.

EMPHASIS ON LEARNING HOW TO READ AND UNDERSTAND 
GEMARA, RASHI, AND SOME EXCERPTS FROM TOSFOS.

SOURCE SHEETS WITH KEY WORDS AND CONCEPTS TRANSLATED 
AND EXPLAINED.

STARTING WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH
8:15 - 9:05 PM, WEDNESDAY EVENINGS

IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, 
ON THE LOWER LEVEL OF THE KOLLEL

TO JOIN, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
RABBI YOSEF PRUPAS: P. 610.618.9949 

E. YOSEFPRUPAS@PHILLYKOLLEL.ORG

MASMID 
THIS WEEK  IS SPONSORED BY:

ANONYMOUSLY
IN HONOR OF AND AS A MERIT FOR 

RABBI & MRS. ZEFFREN AND THEIR FAMILY

AND ALL THOSE WHO MAKE

THE MASMID PROGRAM POSSIBLE

SHOVAVIM 5779 FOR WOMEN

WITH 

MRS. DEBBIE SELENGUT
GROWING WITH 

YOUR MARRIAGE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13,  

8:30 PM
AT THE HOME OF RACHEL ELLEN

435 LEVERING MILL RD.
BALA CYNWYD, PA

WHICH FOUR LETTERS SPELL OUT THREE 
DIFFERENT ITEMS FOUND IN THE MISHKAN?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S RIDDLE
Q. IN THIS PARSHA, WHICH TWO LAWS MENTION A TOOTH?  A. THE VERSE STATES “A TOOTH 
FOR A TOOTH”: ONE MUST PAY FOR THE VALUE OF A TOOTH WHICH ONE KNOCKS OUT OF 
ANOTHER’S MOUTH (EXODUS 21:24). FURTHER, A MASTER MUST SET HIS NON-JEWISH 
SERVANT FREE IF HE HAD KNOCKED OUT THE SERVANT’S TOOTH (EXODUS 21:27). 

 Phil Greenberg grew up in Brooklyn and over time, he became fascinated by the unbelievable stories that he heard from so many different people concerning one special tzaddik by the 

name of Rav Moshe Feinstein. He was recognized as one, if not the world’s leading posek. He decided he just had to meet this man whom everyone was talking about.

 Early one Sunday morning, Phil drove down to Mesivta Tiferet Yerushalayim on the Lower East Side of New York. He arrived in time for the morning minyan in the Beis Midrash (study 

hall). The yeshiva was packed. In the front row, he noticed about twenty men with long, white beards. There were hundreds of men and students sitting and standing throughout the Beit 

Midrash. Dozens of men were walking about, collecting Tzedakah for poor families, needy brides, sick relatives, and other causes. Phil was entranced. He had never seen such a sight before. 

But as he looked around the room, he was still confused. Where was this amazing tzaddik, Rav Moshe, whom he had come to see? Phil stopped one of the students and asked, “Could you 

please point out Rav Moshe Feinstein to me?” “Sure” replied the student. “He’s the man standing over there.” Phil felt his knees getting weak. “I can’t believe it!” he cried. “Do you know what 

just happened?” Phil continued, “The man you just pointed out to me came over to me after davening and stretched out his hand. I thought he was collecting tzedakah, so I instinctively 

put a quarter in his hand. He gave me a warm smile, thanked me, put the quarter in his pocket, and walked away. He didn’t even tell me he was Rav Moshe! Now I realize he was coming 

over to me to say Shalom Aleichem. Never for a second did his face show any signs of insult that I did not give him the respect he deserves. He didn’t embarrass me by 

telling me his name, and if I hadn’t asked, I would never have known!”

ANIVUS


