
       Para Aduma, the red heifer, is the paradigm 

of the inexplicable in the Torah. Yet, there are two 

medrashim that question its well-known status, 

both quoted by Rashi. The first medrash compares 

the mitzvah of parah aduma to the son of the 

maidservant who sullied the king’s palace. The king 

demanded that the mother of the culprit 

take responsibility and clean up her 

son’s mess. So too, let the “mother cow,” 

the Para Aduma, take responsibility for 

her child, the Golden Calf and clean up 

that infamous sin. The medrash seems 

to imply that there is an explanation 

for Para Aduma! A second medrash, 

which explains how every aspect of 

the procedure in preparing the para 

aduma corresponds to the Golden Calf, 

compounds the question.

 Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Salant, z”l author 

of Be’er Yosef, offers an explanation. 

It seems that although there is a possible way to 

comprehend the concept of para aduma, there 

remains one aspect of its procedure that remains 

unexplainable, namely that it brings impurity to the 

pure [those involved in its preparation], and purity 

to the impure. Referring to this King Solomon, 

the wisest of all men, commented, “I requested 

wisdom, yet it is distant from me.” This being the 

case, one can posit that Hashem desired that we 

be exposed on a regular basis to the most bizarre of 

rituals. Since people regularly become impure when 

they come in contact with the dead, they therefore 

are routinely involved with a procedure that is 

unexplainable. The result is coming to understand 

that some of Hashem ways are just unexplainable. 

Knowing this can strengthen one during harder 

times when things for reasons unknown to us are 

just not working out, for it is already ingrained in us 

that a person cannot understand everything.

 Rabbi Salant concludes by saying that with 

the above we can now understand King David’s 

mysterious words, “Your chukim (statutes) were 

like music to me at the time of my 

sojourn.” The sages explain that King 

David was referring to the time he was 

fleeing from King Shaul and hiding in 

caves. Although already anointed by 

Hashem to fill the position of king, 

David was still fleeing for his life. What 

can be more frustrating than that? 

Yet David was able to draw comfort 

from the “chukim,” those mitzvos that 

are not understandable, to the point 

that they were like music in his ears. 

It was through these commandments 

that he knew one basic rule: We don’t 

understand everything. He therefore had faith in 

Hashem that there was a reason for all that was 

happening to him, and he was happy. We know 

this because all of Tehillim were written through 

prophecy, and in order to receive prophecy one 

must be in a state of joy.

  May we merit speedily in our day the time 

when the mitzvah of para aduma will be explained 

to us, for there will no longer be a need to keep the 

explanation of some mitzvos hidden. In that era we 

will no longer experience moments of doubt and 

frustration and therefore will not need to turn to 

the “chukim” for comfort. 

The Shulchan Aruch in Yoreh Deah 118:1 
says: “Wine, meat and chatichas dag (a piece 
of fish)…that were deposited or sent with a 
non-Jew, need two chosamos (seals)”

Last week we learned that the Gemara 
mentions certain items that require two 
seals when transported with a non-Jew, 
to prove that the food was not tampered 
with. The items were “chatichas dag,” “basar” 
(meat), “yayin” (wine), and “techeiles” (the 
blueish dye used on tzitzis).

There is also a second category of items 
not mentioned in this particular halacha 
that only require one seal when being 
transported. This includes bread and 
cheese.

Why does the Shulchan Aruch say “chatichas 
dag,” a piece of fish, rather than just saying 
dag, a whole fish? The answer is simple. 
With a whole fish, you can easily verify that 
it is kosher by checking that it has fins and 
scales. The case in the Gemara and Shulchan 
Aruch is where it has neither, so you need 
to rely on something else to verify that it is 
kosher. The kosher seals serve that purpose.

What happens if there was a problem and 
the food was not transported with the 
required seals? The basic halacha, as stated 
in the Shulchan Aruch, is that if food is sent 
with a non-Jew and it did not have the 
required chosam when one was needed, 
or it only had one chosam when two were 
needed, then it is forbidden to be eaten.

The Shulchan Aruch only refers to food 
being transported by non-Jews. What 
about a Jew who is non-religious? Does 
the halacha change? The Shulchan Aruch 
doesn’t appear to deal with it, however, the 
Rema addresses the issue. He says that there 
are some opinions in the Rishonim who say 
that two chosamos are only required for a 
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Jew who is chashud (suspected of eating non-kosher), but with 
a non-Jew, one chosam is enough for everything (even meat, 
fish and wine). What is the reasoning behind this? It is because 
the non-Jew knows that as soon as the food is delivered, 
somebody is going to be checking it to ensure that it was 
not tampered with. This fear will add some deterrence to his 
interfering with the food and so only one chosam is necessary. 
But the Jew who is chashud will feel more secure to switch the 
food because he assumes that the person receiving the food 
will trust him that it was not tampered with.

The Rema agrees with the Shulchan Aruch that lechatchilah (a 
priori), we need two chosamos when sending the more strict 
food type. However, the Rema is more lenient than the Shulchan 
Aruch because he says that b’dieved (post facto), if it was sent 
with a non-Jew with only one siman when it actually required 
two, you can rely on those opinions in the Rishonim that two 
chosamos is only for sending with a Jew who is chashud.

The Shach clarifies one last point. The expression used by the 
Shulchan Aruch is in the past tense (“deposited, or sent with a 
non-Jew”), as if it already happened. Usually we infer from this 
type of expression that the halacha is only b’dieved. So perhaps 
one should always try to send food using only a Jew? The Shach 
tells us that as long as we are sealing the food with the correct 
number of seals, then we can send the food with a non-Jew 
even lechatchilah.

Next week we will explore whether one needs to seal food 
when leaving it alone with non-Jews, such as in an office fridge, 
or at home with the housekeeper.

[cont. from front]

Dvar Halacha

Kollel News

Philadelphia Community Kollel
364 Montgomery Avenue, Merion Station, PA 19066 

P 610.668.9557   —   F 610.668.9558  —    E office@phillykollel.org    —   W www.phillykollel.org

MAZEL TOV TO:
RABBI AND MRS. MIKE AND DENISE STERN 

ON THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR SON, YOSSI.

MRS. CHERYL EPSTEIN 
ON THE MARRIAGE OF HER SON, DANI, TO 

NECHAMA KURTZ OF TORONTO. MAZEL 

TOV TO DANI’S GRANDMOTHER, MRS. SURI 

RABINOVICI AND THE ENTIRE EPSTEIN AND 

KURTZ FAMILIES.

RABBI AND MRS. RICK AND RIVKAH FOX 
ON THE BIRTH OF A SON.

RABBI AND MRS. URI AND SHIRA 
SCHECHTER ON THE BIRTH OF A SON. THE 

SHALOM ZACHOR WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE 

SCHECHTER HOME, 227 STONEWAY LANE, 

MERION STATION, AT 9:30 P.M. THE BRIS WILL 

TAKE PLACE BEZRAS HASHEM, ON MONDAY 

MORNING AFTER 7:30 A.M. SHACHARIS AT 

THE KOLLEL.

DR. AND MRS. DAVID AND SHARYN 
CHASE ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR 

SON, SHMUEL ZEV.

DR. AND MRS. ZACH AND YANA WEISER 
ON THE UPCOMING MARRIAGE OF THEIR 

DAUGHTER, DINA, TO DOVID RECHAVEL 

FROM MILWAUKEE.

DAVENING TIMES:
Friday, March 29: 
7:04PM   Candle Lighting
7:07PM   Shkiya/sunset

Shabbos, March 30:  
8:15AM   Shacharis 
9:16AM/9:57AM Latest Krias Shema
6:00PM Mincha
Followed by Shalosh Seudos
7:23PM Shkiya/Sunset
8:18 PM Ma’ariv 
8:35 PM 72 minutes
9:30PM        Rabbi Reismans’ Navi Shiur
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WHICH PAIRS OF BROTHERS APPEAR IN 
THIS PARSHA?

Young Lazer walked along the streets in Yerushalayim on a spring Shabbos afternoon. He was on his way home after his weekly tehillim group in the local Bais Medrash. The year was 1951 and poverty was rampant. A typical Shabbos 
seudah consisted of two Challos, a slice of fish and some rice. As Lazer turned onto a quiet narrow street, his eye caught the glare of the sun shining on something on the ground. As he came closer, he saw that it was a gold coin. What 
should he do? The gold coin could help his family for the next few weeks.But Lazer stopped; it was Shabbos Kodesh and he was not permitted to take the coin.Lazer remembered that although he could not move the coin, he was allowed 
to stand on the coin without moving it. He placed his feet on top of the area with the coin and looked around. His plan was to wait two hours until Shabbos would be over and then he would take the coin home.
A young Arab boy was watching from the window of his apartment. He was wondering why there was a Jewish boy standing in the same spot for twenty minutes. He came outside, and as he came closer, he noticed the gold coin. He 
then walked up to Lazer, pushed him off the spot and took the precious coin. Lazer was helpless against the Arab boy and he cried all the way home.When he came home his father asked him what happened. Lazer told his father all 
that happened and how the Arab had pushed him and taken away the precious gold coin. His father tried to comfort him but to no avail, Lazer was very upset.
On Motzei Shabbos, when Maariv ended, the great tzadik and Gaon Rav Weidenfeld ZT”L, known as the Tchebiner Rav called Lazer over and asked him why he was so sad. Lazer told the Rebbe what happened. The Rav looked at Lazer 
and said, “Ask your father if he lets you come to my house, there’s something I want to tell you”.
After getting permission, Lazer walked home with the great tzadik. 
“Lazer, you lost a gold coin today and you must be very sad. I have a gold coin in my drawer and I am willing to give it to you on one condition.” Lazer looked at the Rebbe and said “What’s the condition?” The Rebbe smiled and said, 
“You got one of the biggest mitzvos possible, you held yourself back from moving muktzeh, you didn’t touch the gold coin. You then lost the coin when that other boy took it. That mitzvah is so great and I want it. If you give me the 
zechus of that special mitzvah, then I will give you a gold coin.”
When Lazer heard the Rebbe’s words he realized that although he didn’t have a gold coin, he had something far more precious than any money could buy. He had acquired for himself the great mitzvah of guarding the Shabbos and 
that was priceless. He looked at the Rebbe and said “I would rather not give away my special mitzvah”. The Rebbe patted him on the forehead and wished him ah gutta vach. Lazer skipped home 
feeling like he had just won the biggest lottery.
When we keep Shabbos kodesh and guard it, the zechus and reward are truly priceless.

A PRICELESS SHABBOS


