
 February is Black History Month. While the 
struggle over civil rights continues, this week’s 
Parsha behooves us to examine slavery from a Torah 
standpoint. At one time, White preachers from the 
South spoke of the “biblical” obligation to enslave. 
This seemingly gave slave owners’ license to be 
extremely cruel to their “property.” The effects of 
that era still resonate today. A simple examination 
of the verses dealing with slavery reveals 
a different reality. One example is the 
Chinuch’s explanation as to why a slave 
owner receives capital punishment for 
beating his non-Jewish slave to death.  He 
explains that it is G-d’s will to eradicate 
extreme cruelty from His people. To 
be possessed by anger to the point of 
murder, is not tolerable.
 Another area that stands out are the 
unique laws that direct the Jewish People 
how to treat the Jewish thief. Rabbi 
Samson Rephael Hirsch points out that 
nowhere do we find prison as an option 
for punishment. The Jewish thief is sold to a Jewish 
family, who are commanded to treat him in a certain 
manner in order not to crush his spirit. Further, he is 
only sold if he can’t pay back the value of the object 
and not for the additional fine. Rabbi Hirsch asks, 
why is it that only stealing requires being sold into 
slavery? Why isn’t slavery a punishment for all other 
scenarios that might make one obligated monetarily 
to his fellow Jew?
 Rabbi Hirsch proposes that it is the lack of 
respect for another’s possessions that is behind this. 
An individual’s property is part of his greater spiritual 
reality. When an individual commits robbery, he 
displays a total disregard and lack of respect for 
another’s property. Being incubated in slavery, 
removed from self-worth, gives one time to reflect 
on the realities of life. 
 In fact the idea of being sold for six years and 
freed on the seventh reflects this concept. This slave 
had fallen into the world of six, which represents the 

physical, and ignores the world of seven, the world 
of the hidden spiritual. The thief ignored a higher 
purpose to life. The six year period of slavery, says 
Rabbi Hirsch, is an opportunity to subordinate his 
infatuation with physicality, and elevate himself to 
an appreciation of the seventh, the spiritual.
 The Nesivos Shalom asks about the slave who 
chooses to remain in servitude and gets his ear 

drilled as a result.  His lack of desire to 
be a direct servant of G-d is the reason 
for this punishment. Why, then, doesn’t 
this ceremony occur as soon as he sold? 
 The Nesivos Shalom answers 
that there are different cycles of six and 
seven. Each represents a Jew on a certain 
level. Shabbos happens each week in 
the home of a Jew who understands 
the purpose of life. However, there are 
those for whom Shabbos occurs only 
after six years. The verse that gives us 
the command to toil the land for six 
years and let it rest on the seventh, 

characterizes the individual who is attached to the 
land, i.e. the physical. For a person in slavery, six 
years is a chance to learn to learn how to bring in 
Shabbos (the spiritual) and make Shabbos a weekly 
occurrence. If even after his initial time in slavery 
he cannot appreciate the rigors of a Jewish life, he 
needs a more intense process of six times six, and 
seven times seven to fully realize a higher purpose.  
This is why the Jewish slave doesn’t have his ear 
drilled immediately. G-d gives the thief the chance to 
reflect upon his sorry state, with the goal of Shabbos 
(the spiritual) at the end. Failure to appreciate this 
process, demands that his ear be drilled, for now he 
is deliberately refusing to let go of the physical. May 
we never forget that G-d is Keili, our personal G-d (as 
described in the prayer Adon Olam), that we all have 
the potential for a personal connection with Him. 
Maintaining that awareness is the key to spiritual 
liberty and not physical enslavement. 

Before continuing onto some more involved 
topics within the prohibition of doing business 
with non-kosher food, let’s explore three 
interesting questions that have modern-day 
applications.

1) We’ve seen from the language of the 
Shulchan Aruch that the prohibition is 
applicable to anything that is “meyuchad 
l’maachal” (meant for food). Someone once 
asked R’ Moshe if it was permissible for them to 
buy pet food for their pets. R’ Moshe said that 
it was permissible. Why should that be? Pet 
food is food and it is obviously non-kosher!? 
R’ Moshe’s answer was that the gezeirah 
only applied to food that is used for human 
consumption. Since people don’t eat this type 
of food, it receives the same status as animals 
that are used for work, such as donkeys and 
horses. We’ve seen previously that this was 
one of the four main leniencies within the 
prohibition.

2) All observant Jews are acutely aware 
of the issue of eating bugs, as well as the 
necessity to spend time cleaning and checking 
the produce we eat to ensure it is bug-free. But 
this is only a problem for the kosher consumer. 
Would it be permissible to sell unchecked 
produce to non-Jewish consumers?

The Acharonim argue on this topic. The Be’er 
Heitiv, who writes in the name of the Beis 
Hillel, says that lechatchilah it is forbidden to 
buy produce that has insects for the purpose 
of selling it. The Pri Chodosh disagrees 
with him. A third opinion, the Pri Megadim, 
maintains that is should not be permitted but 
says that the minhag is to be lenient.

What is the reasoning to be lenient? There are 
three main lines of thought:
(a) The Jew is involved in the business 
of buying and selling produce, and only 
produce. He is not selling the bugs, nor is he 
charging more for the produce that has bugs. 
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The fact that the produce contains bugs is just incidental, in the 
same way that the produce might incidentally contain some dirt or 
pesticides. Therefore, you can ignore their existence.

(b) The Torah only forbade involvement in business with something 
that is actually forbidden to eat, such as basar b’chalav or non-
kosher meat. Here, the produce itself is not forbidden to eat; it just 
happens to be that a Jew would not be able to eat it while the bugs 
are still on it. If he got rid of the bugs, then he would be able to eat 
it. So buying and selling produce is involvement with something 
that is permissible to eat and therefore doesn’t fall under the 
prohibition of sechorah b’devarim assurim.

(c) One of the four main leniencies we’ve seen before is that of 
nizdamnu lo, which means that the Jew acquired the forbidden 
item unintentionally. If he acquired it unintentionally, then he is 
allowed to sell it. Here you can argue that when the Jew orders a 
new supply, his intention is to buy produce. Bugs happen to come 
along as well. So the leniency of nizdamnu lo allows the Jew to 
acquire the bugs and to sell them together with the produce.

In summary, there are a number of leniencies that allow one to sell 
unchecked produce to non-Jewish consumers.

3) The third application is as follows: We’ve already learned that 
a Jew cannot directly buy and sell non-kosher food items. But what 
if a Jew owns real estate, such as a mall, that he rents out to other 
businesses. Can he have tenants that sell non-kosher food on his 
premises, such as McDonalds or Dominos Pizza? Here the poskim 
say that it is permissible because his business is in real estate, not 
in forbidden foods.

Next week we will explore the question of whether or not it is 
permissible to buy non-kosher food to feed your non-Jewish 
workers.
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MAZEL TOV TO:
MR AND MRS. ISAIAH AND LAURA SCOUFIELD 

N THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER, MAYA.

RABBI AND MRS. YIRMIYAHU AND LIBA BAUMINGER 
ON THE BIRTH THEIR DAUGHTER, YEHUDIS. MAZEL TOV TO THE 

GRANDPARENTS RABBI AND MRS. YITZCHOK BAUMINGER AND 

RABBI AND MRS. YISROEL FERBER.

RABBI AND MRS. AVRAHAM AND DINI STEINBERG 
ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON, DOVID.

MR AND MRS. DREW AND HOLLIS DORMAN 
ON THE BIRTH OF A GRANDDAUGHTER, BORN TO RABBI AND 

MR. REPHAEL DORMAN.

MISS MORGAN NEFF ON HER ENGAGEMENT 

TO SHMUEL BRACH FROM LAKEWOOD, NJ..

DAVENING TIMES:
Friday, February 1: 
5:01PM   Candle Lighting
5:19PM   Shkiya/sunset

Shabbos, February 2:  
8:15AM   Shacharis 
9:05AM/9:41AM Latest Krias Shema
4:45PM Mincha
Followed by Shalosh Seudos
5:21PM Shkiya/Sunset
6:16PM Ma’ariv 
6:33M 72 minutes
7:00PM                                             Masmid
8:00PM        Rabbi Reismens’ Navi Shiur
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MAZEL TOV! 
TO THE THURSDAY NIGHT GEMARA SHIUR ON 

THE COMPLETION OF 
MESECHTA ROSH HASHANA!

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO JOIN AS THEY, 
B’EZER HASHEM, BEGIN MESECHTA SHABBOS 

THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 8:15.

REBBETZIN RACHAEL BIBERFELD 
WILL BE GIVING A SHIUR ON

 
THE MESSAGE OF THE ARON

MIKDASH AND MISHKAN

FEBRUARY 9TH, SHABBOS PARSHA 
TERUMA

AT 3:30PM 
AT THE ZEFFREN RESIDENCE

MASMID AND KESHER
THIS WEEK  IS SPONSORED BY:

RABBI CHESKY AND AVIVA WEISS
IN MEMORY OF THEIR DEAR FATHER, 

REB ARI WEISS Z”L
ON HIS SIXTH YAHRZEIT

SHOVAVIM 5779
FOR WOMEN

WITH 

MRS. DEBBIE SELENGUT
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13,  

8:30 PM
AT THE HOME OF RACHEL ELLEN

435 LEVERING MILL RD.
BALA CYNWYD, PA

 IN THIS PARSHA, WHICH TWO LAWS MENTION A 
TOOTH? 

One of R’ Yisrael Salanter’s disciples, who lived in a distant city, learned that his Rebbe would be passing through on a trip and might be persuaded to remain in his house over Shabbos. Knowing how careful 
R’Yisrael was in everything he did, he first described his own special practices in kashrus and mitzvah-observance. He bought his meat at a certain butcher known for impeccable standards of kashrus and yiras 
shamayim, piety. The cook in his home was the widow of a deceased Torah scholar of note who took meticulous care in checking every single item that went into the pot. As for the Shabbos meals themselves - he 
boasted, - they were the height of sanctity. Torah thoughts were expressed between courses, zemiros were sung with great fervor.
If he thought to impress his Rebbe he was somewhat mistaken. For while R’Yisrael did accept his invItatIon, he made one condition: that his host shorten the meal by two hours. Somewhat puzzled, the young 
man agreed, thrilled that R’ Yisrael would be his honored guest, despite this strange limitation. It would restrict him, but so what the main thing was that R’ Yisrael had agreed to come.
The lucky day arrived and R’ Yisrael came to spend the Shabbos in the young man’s house. That Friday evening the host rushed through the meal without even pausing between courses. As soon as the food had 
been eaten the mayim acharonim was brought before bircas hamazon. The host, with a hint of tears in his eyes, turned to his illustrious guest. He could not contain his feelings and had to ask: “Tell me please, 
Rebbe, what fault or shortcoming did you find with me or my Shabbos table to force us to rush through the meal and shorten it by two hours?”
Instead of replying, R’ Yisrael asked permission to speak to the cook. When she entered the room, he turned to her and said, “Please forgive me for having put you to so much trouble this evening. Because of 
me you were forced to speed up the serving and bring one course right after the next. I hope you are not angry.” To the surprise of all those gathered around the table, the cook confessed, “On the contrary, may 
you be blessed, honored rabbi. If only you could come every week! You see the usual Shabbos meal drags on and on until late at night and I, who am exhausted from the busy day’s work, can hardly stand on 
my feet. Tonight, though, I will be able to go home early and go to sleep. What a pleasure!”
When she had finished, R’ Yisrael turned to his host with a slight nod and said; “Her words are the answer to your question. Your Shabbos table, with 
its fine Torah thoughts and lovely songs do you credit, I am sure. But, when they are at the expense of a 
tired widow, they are not as praiseworthy as you might think!”

TWO HOURS LESS


