
 Ordinarily, when the Torah states a mitzva, the 
mitzvah is stated without mentioning a speci c 
reason for that mitzvah.  As we are obligated to 
observe all commandments with meticulousness, it 
follows that all the mitzvos we are given that have 
a given reason attached to it are even more special 
to us. The parsha this week discusses, in length, 
about the several types of sacri ces 
that are expected of the Jewish people 
to offer to Hashem. The Ramban gives a 
phenomenal reason for why we bring all 
the sacri ces. In the middle of explaining 
all of the different sacri ces he mentions 
that “Another purpose of sacri ces is to 
show Hashem our abundant love for him; 
just like with a friend we give presents 
to show our closeness and fondness 
to them, so to by giving something of 
ours to Hashem we are emphasizing our 
connection to him.” Since the motive for 
this commandment is explained to us, logically we 
can assume it is even more special. In what way, 
then, are sacri ces considered distinct?
 
 In our current times we do not have sacri ces, 
rather we have Te lla instead. One can posit that 
the same idea of the Ramban can be applied to 
our Te lla. When one prays he should look like he 
is giving some of his time and effort to concentrate 
and pray with intense feeling and concentration, 
as Te lla is about giving a present to Hashem. If a 
gift being given without emotion seriously hinders 
its meaning, Te los as well without proper delivery 
lacks meaning. Without the proper feelings and state 
of mind the gift can be, G-d forbid, meaningless; in 
effect rendering our prayers un t.

 Imagine giving a present to someone who 
you genuinely care about while you are distracted 
with reading your messages and without even 
waiting for a response from the recipient!  Even if 
it the gift in question is expensive and something 
that that person really desires, it nonetheless loses 
the special zest you could have given it. Giving the 

gift in this manner seems worthless 
and counter intuitive. If only we know 
and understand why we pray we 
can completely change our attitude 
towards Te lla. Te lla should not be 
viewed as something we have to get 
through, but rather as a beautiful way 
for us to connect and show appreciation 
to Hashem; we show our devotion to 
Him by giving this present (Te lla). To 
maximize the potential of our Te lla, 
we must daven the proper way. This is 
the uniqueness of the sacri ces and of 

our te llas, as well.

 This same lesson is repeated by the Medrash. 
The Pasuk says regarding the Olah offering, “It 
is a pleasing smell to Hashem”. When the Torah 
mentions the Olah bird offering, the Torah repeats 
“it is a pleasing smell for Hashem”. Rashi says that 
the Torah repeats this Pasuk to teach us that it 
doesn’t matter whether the sacri ce is expensive 
(ex. a grown animal) or cheap (ex. a bird) if your 
intentions are pure, in Hashem’s eyes they are the 
same.  By sacri ces and Te lla the key factor is 
having proper intentions by giving this gift correctly. 

Last week we discussed the history behind 
the gezeirah (decree) of pas akum (non-
Jewish bread). This week we will begin 
discussing the basic halachos.
The Shulchan Aruch in Yoreh Deah 112:1 
says that Chazal forbade eating the bread 
of a non-Jew. The gezeirah only applies to 
bread made of the 5 main types of grain 
(wheat, barley, rye, oats and spelt). Breads 
made out of rice, corn, or anything else are 
permissible.
What do we mean when we say “the bread 
of a non-Jew?” Does it mean that the non-
Jew owns it, baked it, or perhaps something 
else? The Shach says that it is implied 
in the Shulchan Aruch and the Rema 
throughout the siman (section) that the 
issur (prohibition) of pas akum only applies 
to bread baked by a non-Jew, but not to 
bread simply owned by a non-Jew. If the 
non-Jew kneaded or braided the bread, it 
is still permissible. (This follows the opinion 
of the Rambam and the Rashba, and not 
going like the Ran and the Tur, who say that 
if the non-Jew is involved with any part of 
the bread-making process, this makes it pas 
akum.)
The Shulchan Aruch does not distinguish 
between bread made under Jewish 
supervision, or not. The Shach asks: In the 
case where we didn’t see the bread being 
made, why do we even need the gezeirah 
of pas akum, the bread should be forbidden 
simply because it might have been made 
with non-kosher ingredients?! The answer 
is that in the times of the Shulchan Aruch 
and those before him, bread was only made 
from our and water. There were no other 
ingredients, so there was no concern that 
anything non-kosher had been introduced. 
It is only because of the gezeirah of pas 
akum that the bread is forbidden.
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The Shach has another difficulty: Even if the ingredients were 
kosher, what about the baking pan the non-Jew used? Surely 
the taste of the non-kosher food previously made on the 
pan had been absorbed into the pan, which would then be 
reabsorbed by the bread? The Shach answers that there is no 
concern of bliyos (absorbed non-kosher taste) because “stam 
keilim ainom bnei yoman.” This means that the non-Jew’s utensils 
are assumed to not have been used for at least 24 hours. After 
24 hours, the non-kosher taste in the utensils goes bad (this is 
called “nosein taam lifgam”), and this undesirable taste can no 
longer render anything non-kosher (in most cases).
But there is more: Even if the keilim (utensils) have not been 
used for 24 hours and hence the taste has gone bad, we have 
the problem of “ain mevatlin issur lechatchilah” (we don’t nullify 
non-kosher materials a priori). This means that if a Jew owns a 
non-kosher pot, it is not sufficient to wait 24 hours so that the 
taste will go bad, and then to use it afterwards. Rabbinically, 
one has to kasher the pot. So why don’t we require the non-
Jew’s baking pan to be kashered for the same reason? The 
answer is that the principle of “ain mevatlin issur lechatchilah” 
only applies when a Jew is doing the cooking/baking. A non-
Jew is not bound by it. So as long as the utensils are not bnei 
yoman, they are nosein taam lifgam and there is no problem of 
non-kosher taste going into the bread.
So, in summary, bread that was baked by a non-Jew, out of 
one of the 5 main types of grain, even if all the ingredients and 
utensils were kosher, is forbidden to be eaten. This is known as 
the gezeirah of pas akum. In the coming weeks, we will discuss 
the details of pas akum, including the well-known topic of pas 
palter, bread baked by a non-Jewish baker for 
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 What item from this week’s Parsha was not 
destroyed in the 7th Makka? 

Answer to  last week’s riddle :
Q. When was the construction of the Mishkan nished?  A.  Chanukah

 The Yehudi HaKodesh and his disciple, R’Simcha Bunim of Pshischa, were once walking along a country road. Suddenly a farmer came rushing up 
to them, begging them to help him. He pointed to a large wagon in the disatnce and said urgently,  “My wagon of hay has overturned and the hay has 
scattered. Can you lend me a hand?”
 They looked at the scattered bundles of hay, shook their heads and said, “We cannot help you. It is a hopeless task.”
 “Oh yes, you could,” said the farmer, “if you would only want to, you certainly could! You just don’t want to!”
 He turned around and went back to the wagon where he began loading the hay himself.
 The Yehudi Hakodesh turned to his student and said, “Did you hear that farmer?He said if we really wanted to, we could do the job. If we were really 
sincere about serving Hashem, then nothing would stand in our way, nothing would seem impossible. Nothing would seem difficult. But,” he sighed,  
“we don’t want to. That is why we make excuses and say that we cannot.” 


