
 Learning about Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
brings us conflicting messages. On one hand we learn of 
the awesomeness of the Day of Judgment, with the entire 
world passing in front of G-d. Even the angels tremble 
at the sound of the shofar that heralds the moment 
of judgment. On the other hand we are told to dress in 
our holiday finest and to celebrate the day with festive 
meals. With expressions of joy found both in Kiddush and 
the Rosh Hashana prayers, we welcome in this holiday!? 
Nothing exemplifies our confusion more than 
the famous passage in Nechemia (9-12): 
“Then Nechemia... and Ezra the priest... and the 
Leviim who caused the people to understand, 
said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the 
Lord your God; neither mourn nor weep,’ for 
all the people were weeping when they heard 
the words of the Law. And he said to them, ‘Go, 
eat fat foods and drink sweet drinks and send 
portions to whoever has nothing prepared, for 
the day is holy to our Lord, and do not be sad, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ And the 
Leviim quieted all the people, saying, ‘Hush, 
for the day is holy, and do not be sad.’ Then 
all the people went to eat and to drink and to 
send portions and to rejoice greatly, for they understood the 
words that they informed them of.”
In a lengthy essay on this topic, the Nesivos Shalom 
explains that there is a basic misconception as to the 
function of the High Holidays. The people assumed that 
Rosh Hashana was a Day of Judgment on the past, and 
they mourned and wept upon hearing a book of laws they 
had not fulfilled. Nechemia, Ezra, and the Leviim calmed 
them by explaining that what is important about Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur is not the past, but the future. 
The process of repentance is to regret the past and to 
accept a new future. 
The Nesivos Shalom explains further that Rosh Hashana 
takes place on the day of the creation of the world. On 
that day G-d reassess if all of creation, both those with free 
choice and those without, are accomplishing the goals of 
creation. Acceptance   of  G-d as our King and declaration 
of our desire to get closer to Him, gives reason for our 
continued existence. The climax of this is Yom Kippur 
where we shed, as much as possible, our physicality in 
demonstration of our sincere desire to be “attached” to 

Him. The Maharal tells us, that this act alone cleanses us 
of our sins, for next to G-d there is no possibility of sin. 
This is the explanation of Rabbi Akiva’s statement “Just 
as the Mikva purifies the impure, so too does Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu purify the Jewish People.” This reality is a cause 
for joy. We are celebrating the possibility of our loyalty 
and unity with G-d. The “Ten Days of Repentance” when 
we recreate ourselves are commensurate with the “Ten 
Utterances” that brought the world into being.  Both are 

acts of creation.
Unfortunately what we have learned above 
remains an abstract concept for many. 
The idea of getting close to G-d seems too 
grandiose and obscure to be true. Our full 
understanding of our low physical state 
makes this unity seem distant. How can we 
correct this perception?
The answer is found in this last week’s 
Parsha. It begins with the words “Atem 
netzavim hayom,” “You are standing today.” 
“Today,” the commentators explain, refers 
to Rosh Hashana, the first day of creation. 
The message for that day is “For the 
commandment which I give you today is 

neither hidden nor far off… For the matter is close to you. 
It is in your own mouth and your own heart to do it.” Rabbi 
Eliyahu Dessler explains that Moshe was encouraging the 
Jewish People by telling them that no matter how much 
their inclination tries to lead them away from the truth, 
deep in their hearts they will know the real truth. And 
they have the ability to grasp it, internalize it and change 
themselves on the basis of that truth. We can possibly 
add that with our recreation on this awesome day, we 
are reminded of the original creation of man when he 
was implanted with “with a portion of G-d.” “For the 
matter is very close to you,” can also be referring to that 
divine spark contained with in each one of us, giving us 
the ability to overcome any perceived obstacle in our 
quest to actualize that real truth contained within. This is 
enabled by study of Torah “that is neither in the sky… nor 
across the ocean.” The possibility of growth, change, and 
closeness to G-d is a reality. May we truly celebrate the 
coronation of our King with true understanding of how 
we can get closer to Him.

In previous issues, we have discussed the 
laws of cholov akum (milk from a non-Jew) 
and gevinas akum (cheese from a non-Jew). 
The third and final milk product dealt with 
in Shulchan Aruch Siman 115 is “chemas 
akum” (butter from a non-Jew).

The Shulchan Aruch says in 115:3: “Butter 
of a non-Jew, we don’t protest against 
those who have the minhag to eat it. But 
if the minhag in a certain place is not to 
eat it, one should not deviate from this. In 
a place where there is no specific minhag, 
if the butter was cooked up until all the 
drops of milk have been absorbed, then it is 
permissible.” The Rema is even more lenient 
than the Shulchan Aruch and says that you 
can even cook the butter up lechatchilah 
(a priori) to remove the remaining milk 
droplets.

Most places in the US do not have a 
fixed minhag regarding chemas akum 
and therefore there is not a great deal of 
awareness of its halachos, or that there 
is any issue with chemas akum in the first 
place.

Just like cheese, butter cannot be made 
from non-kosher milk. So why should 
non-Jewish butter be assur? Butter is not 
actually mentioned in the Gemara, only 
milk and cheese. However, the Rishonim do 
talk about it. The Rambam differs and says 
that it was the Geonim (who preceded the 
Rishonim) who forbade butter. The reason is 
based on the Gemara where it discusses the 
basis for the gezeirah against eating gevinas 
akum. One of the six reasons proposed was 
that perhaps some droplets of non-kosher 
milk remained in the cheese. The same 
concern might exist with butter. Since the 
droplets would not have been absorbed 
into the butter, they are not batel (nullified) 
and remain assur. 
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Given the language of the Shulchan Aruch and the Rema, 
butter is clearly the most lenient out of the three dairy 
products. However, even with this the Shulchan Aruch uses 
the expression “we shouldn’t protest against,” meaning that it is 
certainly better to avoid it and only to use Jewish-made butter.

All these halachos are referring to the making of butter in the 
times of the Gemara, the Rishonim and the Shulchan Aruch, 
when only the bare minimum of ingredients were used. 
Nowadays though, the kashrus organizations have done their 
own research into the process under which butter is produced. 
They have found that there are other ingredients that are added 
in, even though the packaging might say 100% butter. There 
are two main things that are added. One is milk. This is no issue 
if you already rely on cholov stam. The second is whey, which 
is a milky by-product of the cheese-making process. What is 
the halachic status of whey? Was it included in the gezeirah of 
cholov akum? It is the subject of a dispute. R’ Moshe addresses 
it in a teshuvah and seems to come out that it is mutar. Many 
argue and say that since whey is a by-product of milk, it goes 
into the gezeirah of cholov akum and is assur. Again though, if 
you already rely on cholov stam, then this is kosher anyway and 
is not an issue.

Because the metzius (reality) has changed, we cannot rely on 
the halachos as presented at first glance in the Shulchan Aruch. 
In the end, it turns out that butter, which was the most meikel 
of the three in the times of the Shulchan Aruch, is more chamur 
today (for those who keep cholov yisroel), while cheese, which 
was originally the most chamur of the three, now has some 
leniencies (e.g. soft cheese, discussed last week).

That completes our halachic discussion of milk products. 
Next week we will move onto the halachos of non-Jewish-
made beverages such as beer, whiskey and coffee.
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MAZEL TOV:
MR. & MRS. JOEL LUBELL 

ON THE ENGAGEMENT OF THEIR SON DAVE TO 

TEHILA ZOHAR OF BROOKLYN. 

DAVENING TIMES:
Friday, September 14: 
6:53PM   Candle Lighting
7:11PM   Shkiya/sunset
Shabbos, September 15:  
8:15AM   Shacharis 
9:12AM/9:48 Latest Krias Shema

Kiddush this week is Sponsored by the Kollel 
Yungeleit in honor R’Moshe HaKohen Poliak on 

the occasion of his Birthday!
6:00PM Mincha
7:10PM Shkiya/Sunset
8:04PM Ma’ariv 
8:21PM 72 minutes
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 RABBI FRAND’S TESHUVA 
DRASHA AT THE KOLLEL
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

AT 8:45 P.M.

RABBI FRAND’S 

ANNUAL TESHUVA DRASHA, 

WILL BE SHOWN AT THE 

KOLLEL LOWER LEVEL

ON MONDAY EVENING, 

SEPTEMBER 17 AT 8:45 P.M. 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN.

SUGGESTED DONATION $5

SHIVTI
THANK YOU TO

ALL THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE 
ROSH HASHANAH SERIES ON 

SHOFAR!
KEEP TUNED FOR THE NEXT SHIVTI SERIES. 

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO 
ATTENDED THE

KOLLEL WOMEN’S ANNUAL
YOM TOV BAKE SALE EVENT

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Featuring Guest speaker, 

Mrs. Slovie Wolff
Daughter of Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, a”h

Thank you to our sponsors:
Gold Sponsors:

Mrs. Phyllis Kosloff
Corporate Sponsor:

Giant Food Stores
Sponsors:

Ms. Lorna Isen
Mrs. Chaya Lyons

Mrs. Rochelle Nosenchuk
WE THANK BETH & LEN GINSBURG

FOR OPENING THEIR HOME FOR THIS EVENT

 Which Yom Tov partners with Yom Kippur?

Answer to last week’s riddle
Q. Whose bracha do we recall when we dip the apple in the honey? And when was 
that bracha given?  A. The bracha of Yitzchak to Yaakov, who had the scent of Gan 
Eden - similar to an apple orchard- on Rosh Hashanah

During World War One, Russian soldiers burst into the yeshiva of Slabodka. Among the bochurim in the Yeshiva was Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, known as the Steipler Gaon. He, together with his friends, were taken 
into the Russian army. When the Steipler was in the army, he would encounter new difficulties each week regarding Shabbos observance including all its details and finer points. The Steipler would constantly 
search for means to avoid such situations. Immediately after the morning roll call on the Steipler’s first Shabbos in the army, he asked his commanding officer to release him from all work on Shabbos. The officer, 
who was startled by the Steipler’s so-called brashness, took him aside and began to beat him. “Do you think that you are in kindergarten or at home?” the officer fumed. “Here you do what you are told without 
questions.”            In the end, the officer agreed to let the Steipler keep Shabbos. However, the condition was that the Steipler would have to march down two long rows of soldiers, each one being permitted to beat 
the Steipler harshly. The Steipler agreed to the terms, and the gloating officer immediately assembled tens of Kazak soldiers who eagerly volunteered for the task.     Years later, the Steipler related: “Despite the 
terrible pain I suffered as I passed between the blood thirsty soldiers, the feeling of mesiras nefesh (dedication) for keeping the sacred Shabbos caused me the greatest spiritual satisfaction I have ever experienced 
in my life.” One Shabbos night, when it was the Steipler’s turn to guard the camp, it was particularly cold. The ones guarding the camp were required to wear thick fur coats in order to protect themselves from 
the freezing temperatures. At the end of a shift, the guard who had been on duty would leave the coat for the one that guarded the camp after him. When the Steipler arrived for his shift, he discovered that the 
previous guard had left his post and had hung his fur coat on a tree beside the gate. Since our sages rule that it is forbidden to use a tree on Shabbos or to remove something hanging from it, the Steipler was in 
a predicament. “True, it is life-endangering to remain a whole night in this freezing weather without a coat. But being fifteen minutes without a coat is not life-endangering.” the Steipler reasoned.  As a result, 
he did not fetch the coat, and remained without it for fifteen minutes. When that time passed, he told himself that he could survive another fifteen minutes without a coat.  In that manner, fifteen minutes and 
then fifteen more minutes elapsed. The wind shrieked. The frost penetrated his bones; but he still didn’t fetch the coat, saying that he could manage yet another fifteen minutes.
Many hours passed until his shift ended, and the whole time the Steipler hadn’t fetched the coat. When his shift was over, he 
returned to his bunk happy that he had been able to avoid Shabbos desecration.

SHABBOS IN THE ARMY


