
 

 

In this week’s parsha we are introduced to the Avos, the 

Patriarchs. On the surface we understand this as a reference to 

their role in the founding of our religion. However, because we 

know that everything related to Judaism has much deeper con-

notations, we realize that there are many facets to the Avos that 

impact the roles in our lives. Their actions need to be studied in 

depth to fully understand what we can learn from them. 
 

The Ramban asks why the Torah tells us of G-d’s bless-

ing of Avraham without explaining why he deserved preferential 

treatment and a covenant no less. He answers, that Avraham 

was already en route to Eretz Yisrael when G-d appeared to him. 

He was fleeing the abuse and harassment of the people of Ur-

Kasdim who were persecuting him for his belief in one G-d. Avra-

ham, for some reason got stuck in Charan, and therefore G-d 

encouraged him to continue with his plan of moving to Canaan 

and heaped blessings upon Avraham for all that he had gone 

through. But the Torah does not want to dwell on that chapter 

of Avraham’s life dealing with idol worshippers and their evil 

ways. Rather the Torah focuses on what we can learn from Avra-

ham, teaching us the point of the story. We will concentrate on 

one lesson, among many, that can be learned. 
 

Our forefathers are characterized by certain innate char-

acter traits, Avraham – Chessed (kindness/benevolence), Yitz-

chak – Gevura/Yirah (strength of character/fear of heaven), and 

Yaakov – Emes (truth). We may ask, what makes the Avos so 

great if these characteristics came naturally to them? 
 

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler answers that these qualities 

served merely as a springboard towards development of self in 

other areas. A person’s first job in life is to recognize traits that 

come naturally to him. After that he can focus on refining those 

character traits. For example, Avraham was naturally a man of 

kindness. One facet of this attribute is giving. But giving without 

any sense of when to stop can lead to self destruction, a total 

misuse of a wonderful quality. Avraham, by focusing on refining 

his midos, came to learn gevura – strength of character, and 

The second bracha of Shemoneh Esrei is the bracha of 

Gevuros (Hashem’s might).  Chazal teach us that when Avra-

ham placed the knife on Yitzchok’s neck, at the Akeida, Yitz-

chok’s neshama (soul) left his body.  When his neshama heard 

the Angel tell Avraham “do not place your hand on Yitzchok,” 

the neshama returned to the body and Yitzchok stood up.  At 

that moment Yitzchok understood that in the future Hashem 

will resurrect the dead and he proclaimed, “Baruch atah 

Hashem, Me’chayei Ha’meisim (Blessed are You Hashem, the 

One who resurrects the dead)” (Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer chap. 

30). 

 

The Mishneh [Berachos 33a] says that we mention the 
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emes – doing what is right. It was in these areas that G-d tested 

Avraham and helped him develop and refine himself. By studying 

the events of the upcoming parshiyos we can learn how Avra-

ham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov accomplished this. 
 

We can take this a bit further. Rabbi Yehoshua Heller 

(Av Beis Din of Telz and student of Rabbi Yisrael Salanter), who 

had a tremendous understanding of the human psyche, writes in 

his sefer Divrei Yehoshua the following advice (the sources are 

omitted): "When an individual is confronted by an overwhelming 

negative character trait, or cannot attain a certain positive one, 

he must examine himself and search for an attribute that is asso-

ciated with the one that is difficult to attain. For example, if one 

is miserly and cannot overcome his inability to give, but he has a 

sense of mercy, by refining his attribute of mercy he will come to 

start giving. Similarly, if one has trouble with anger, by focusing 

on not being bothered by things he can eventually control his 

anger. This is a solution to all areas of character development." 

Rabbi Yehoshua Heller refers to this as “associate traits.” By re-

fining what we do have, we can achieve what we don’t have. 

May we merit to truly understand ourselves and refine ourselves 

in the ways of our forefathers.  
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1. Kiddush This Week : is sponsored by Rabbi and Mrs. Yoel Dovid and 

Shayna Malka Zeffren, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Binyomin!  

 

2. THIS SUNDAY! 12th Annual Yarzeit Rachel Imeinu Video for women and 

girls: to be shown at the Kollel on Sunday, November 2nd at 8:15 PM. The 

featured speakers are Rebbetzin Tzipora Heller and Rebbetzin Tehila Jaeger. 

All proceeds of donations go to Aniyei Eretz Yisroel. 
 

3.  Got Questions? A  Halacha Shiur for Women– Second Session Starting 

This Wednesday! ~NEW THREE PART SERIES~ " Asking a non-Jew to do work 

on Shabbos- What, When, Where, and How?" Given by Rabbi Biberfeld 

on Wednesday evenings November 5th, 12th, and 19th- 8:15-9:15 p.m.  

Berkowitz Residence 303 Bangor Avenue, Bala Cynwyd, PA. 
 

4.  SAVE THE DATE! Kollel Annual Dinner: Please join us on Sunday, Janu-

ary 11, 2015, at our new and spacious venue, The Hilton Philadelphia  

Honoring Barry and Miriam Gesserman and Andrew and Chava Paris 
 

Community News 

Bnos of Bala Cynwyd will iy"H meet this Shabbos, Parshas Lech Lecha, 

Nov. 1st from 3:30pm - 4:30pm at LMS. 
 

Mazel Tov to:   

Rabbi and Mrs. Yoel Dovid Zeffren on the bar mitzvah of Binyomin! 

Abba and Ruthi Krieger on the bris of their grandson on Sunday! 

Gedaliah and Ruthie Feldman on the birth of a grandson! 

Shmuel and Michelle Galen on the birth of a baby boy! 

David Srolovitz on the birth of a granddaughter 

 

strength of [the wind and] rain during the bracha mentioning 

techiyas ha’meisim. At a later point in Shemoneh Esrei, in bir-

chas ha’shanim (blessing for livelihood) we ask for rain.  Rashi 

[ibid. s.v. maz’keerin] explains that when we recite mashiv ha-

ruach u’morid hageshem we are not actually requesting rain, 

rather we are mentioning that Hashem controls the rain, which 

is a praise of Hashem. 

 

The Gemara [Berachos ibid] explains that rain is equiva-

lent to the resurrection of the dead.  Rashi [Taanis 7a s.v. 

u’pleegee] explains that rain causes produce to grow which 

helps sustain life.  Rabbi E.E. Dessler, zt”l, offers an additional 

explanation.  If a person would attempt to imagine how techi-

yas ha’meisim will look, one can only visualize unbelievable 

miracles.  Yet each year when the trees and plants die and 

again grow the following Spring, no one even takes notice of it.  

If Hashem would have made the world that the opposite takes 

place, i.e. that people die and shortly after are resurrected, yet 

plants once they die they remain dead for hundreds of years, if 

one were to observe a plant growing again, he would feel as if 

he just observed a great miracle.  It is only because we are ac-

customed to plants dying and growing again that we are not 

amazed when this miracle occurs.  However, if a person thinks 

about it, the concept of humans and plants living after death is 

the exact same miracle (Sifsei Chaim, Shemoneh Esrei, pg. 42). 

 

With regards to mentioning rain, there is a difference 

in text between the winter and the summer.  In the winter we 

mention mashiv haruach u’morid hageshem (Who makes the 

wind blow and brings down the rain), and during the summer 

months we mention morid ha’tal (Who brings down the dew) (See 

Shulchan Aruch 114:3).  Generally, b'nei Ashkenaz do not mention 

anything in the summer months (Rama 114:3), and b'nei Sefard say 

morid ha’tal (See Shulchan Aruch 114:3).  In Eretz Yisroel, the min-

hag of even b'nei Ashkenaz is to say morid ha’tal during the sum-

mer. 

 

We mention mashiv ha’ruach beginning at Musaf of She-

menei Atzeres until Musaf of the first day of Pesach (Shulchan 

Aruch 114:1).  The Mishneh Berurah [114:2] explains that we 

should begin asking for rain at Maariv on the first night of Succos, 

since on Succos we are judged on rain (Mishneh Rosh Hashanah 

16a).  However, since rain is considered a (bad omen) on Succos 

(See Mishneh Succah 28b & Rashi ibid. s.v. mashal) since one is 

unable to sit in the Succah, we push it off to immediately after Suc-

cos [i.e. Shemenei Atzeres].  Logically since the [halachic] day al-

ways starts at night, we should begin mentioning mashiv ha’ruach 

at Maariv of Shemenei Atzeres, however since not everyone is in 

shul at night, Chazal did not want to start without the whole con-

gregation present, to avoid confusion.  We cannot start by 

shachris, since one may not interrupt between birchas krias shema 

and shemoneh esrei [s’michas geulah l’tefillah (Shulchan Aruch 

111:1)], and therefore no one may announce before shemoneh 

esrei that we are switching over.  Therefore, we do not switch until 

Musaf.  Since the proper time to switch would have been starting 

from Maariv, if one accidently mentioned mashiv ha’ruach before 

Musaf, one would not need to repeat Shemoneh Esrei (Mishneh 

Berurah 114:3). 
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Friday, October 31:  

5:41 p.m.: Candle Lighting 

5:59 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, November 1:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

10:07/ 10:35 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

5:18 p.m.: Mincha 

5:58 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

5:53 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  

7:10 p.m.: 72 minutes 

7:30 p.m.: MASMID 5775 BEGINS! 

8:30 p.m.: Rabbi Reisman’s Navi 

Shiur 


